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PREFACE. 



My dear Sister, 

If for no other reason, yet for this, may I be thank- 
ful to have been invited to write a Preface to the following 
pages — that an opportunity is thus given me of expressing 
my gratitude for blessings we have enjoyed together for 
more than fifty years, and which have flowed forth to us and 
ours from the^ pure well-spring of Christian Marriage, and 
which have been made more holy and happy by a fellowship 
of tastes and delights, especially in the study of the Word 
of God. 

There were, as you know, loving hearts and tender 
affections in many of the ancient heathen — such, for example, 
as Simonides, Catullus, and Horace ; and it has often occurred 
to students of their works, that if they had been allowed to 
enjoy what is now open to us all, in the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, their lives might have been not only lovely in 
themselves, but exemplary also to ujs. Would to God that 
some among us who now seem to care little for the Gospel 
as an instrument of education, for the diffusion and main- 
tenance of social and domestic happiness, would consider in 
what misery the ancient heathen world was plunged, even 
among the most civilised and polished nations, and what a 
blessed change has been wrought in household life by 
Christianity I 

When we come to Christian times, we see many friend- 
ships consecrated and spiritualised by imion in the study 
of God's Holy Word. One of the most learned Fathers of 
the Western Church, St. Jerome, seems to have derived 
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VI PREFACE. 

great spiritual comfort from the conversation of holy women, 
and from community of literary pursuits with them ; and 
perhaps it may be said with truth that he might have been 
sa^ed from some of those jealousies, bickerings, and heart- 
burnings which embittered his life, especially in old age, if 
the loving charities which endear to each other the members 
of Christian families had cheered and solaced him in his 
retirement and in his labours. 

But however this may be, let us thank God that Christian 
Marriage joins many hearts together in brotherly and sisterly 
love, especially when it is hallowed by the study of the 
Scriptures; and that this love becomes more and more blessed 
as years pass by, and as our life approaches more nearly to 
its close. 

The present work is a proof of your own careful and 
laborious study of the Bible. It has a twofold character. 
It contains a diligent examination of the Chronology of Holy 
Scripture. This is one of its characteristics. On the results 
of these investigations the learned reader will form his own 
conclusions, and I will not venture to enlarge on that topic. 
But there is another feature in your volume to which I 
would earnestly invite attention. 

The present work is entitled ' Typical Chronology.' This 
designation suggests important reflections. In the earlier 
ages of the Christian Church the numbers which occur in 
Holy Scripture were supposed by wise and holy men, the 
Christian Fathers and Expositors, to possess a spiritual power 
and sacred significance. There was, it was thought, a divine 
harmony in Scriptural Arithmetic. Some attempts have 
been made in our own day to recall the minds of the readers 
of the Bible to this well-nigh forgotten truth* — and to 

* e. g. By Bahr in his Symholik des Mosaischen CultuSj Heidelberg, 
1837; and by Dr. Mahan, on the Numerals of Scripture, New York, 
1854 ; and by Malcolm White, on the Symbolical Numbers of Scripture 
Edinburgh, 1868. 
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awaken' the ears and hearts of Christians to the musical 
melodies of this Divine Numeration. 

Your own endeavour, pursued independently, is a valuable 
contribution to this important work. The foundation of this 
system of exposition is, I believe, solid and immovable. It 
is based on the primary truths of our holy religion. The 
doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity — Three Persons in the 
One Godhead — invests the number three with a sacred 
character. It symbolizes what is Divine and Heavenly. 
The number four, recurring in Scripture in such phrases as 
the ^four corners of the earthy 'the four winds,' represents 
what is earthly and human. It typifies habitable space. 
The combination of three with four, whether by addition or 
by multiplication, has also its own sacred power and signifi- 
cance. Thus 3 + 4 = 7 introduces us to a sabbatical state 
of rest and perfection which can only be found by man in 
union with God. In the Greek numeration, Chi and Rho, 
the symbol of Christ, in Whom alone we have rest, = 70. 
Enoch, who * walked with God,' and pleased Him, and was 
translated, and found rest in God, was *the seventh from 
Adam' (Jude 14). He was a sabbatical person ; and seventy- 
seven generations bring us from Adam to Christ (Luke, iii. 
23-38), in Whom alone we have rest (Matt. xi. 28, 29). 
And 3 X 4 = 12 represents the blending and interweaving 
of what is divine with what is human, such as is seen in the 
mission of the Twelve Patriarchs and of the Twelve Apostles ; 
a perfect specimen of which may be recognised in the 
preaching of the doctrine of the Three Persons of the God- 
head to the four quarters of the world by an Apostolic 
Ministry, commissioned by Christ Himself to baptize the 
whole world into the one Name of the Blessed Trinity 
(Matt, xxviii. 20). 

This Patriarchal and Apostolic number twelve runs like 
a golden thread through the tissue of the sacred text from 
Genesis to Revelation. It appears in the twelve wells of 
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pure water at EKm (Exod. xv. 27) ; in the twelve standards 
round the Holy Tent or Tabernacle (Num. ii. 2-7); in the 
twelve spies sent forth by Moses to explore the promised 
Land, and to prepare for the entrance of Israel into that 
land (the type of the visible Church on earth and of the 
Church glorified in Heaven) ; in the twelve stones taken up, 
at Joshua's command, from the bed of Jordan, where Jesus 
was afterwards baptized, and where He began to call His 
Apostles the twelve foundation-stones of the Church (Rev. 
xxi. 14); and in the twelve loaves of shew-bread placed 
before God in the Tabernacle ; and in the twelve oracular 
gems on the High Priest's breastplate; and in the twelve 
oxen (three looking to each of the four quarters of the earth 
respectively), and bearing the Laver and the Sea — the type 
of that fount in which the Twelve would baptize the world ; 
and in the twelve stars set in the diadem of the Church in 
the Apocalypse (Rev. xii. 1). 

The square of this number (12 x 12 = 144) multiplied 
by 1000 represents the Catholic Church gathered from ^a 
thousand generations ;* that is, from every age and clime in 
the heavenly Sion (Rev. vii. 4 ; xiv. 1). 

The cube of this Patriarchal and Apostolic number (i. e. 
12,000 X 12,000 X 12,000) symbolises the full, perfect, solid, 
and eternal glory and felicity of the Church beautified in 
Heaven (Rev. xxi. 16). 

The same truth appears in the number of 'the great 
fishes ' drawn in the Apostolic net to shore, in the presence 
of Christ, after the Resurrection; typifying the Saints drawn 
in the net of the Church by Apostolic fishers from the sea 
of the world at the Great Day to the shore of everlasting 
life. 

The number was 153 = 12 x 12 = 144 (the square of the 
Apostolic number) 4- the square of 3, the number of the 
Blessed Trinity. 

The number 4 multiplied by 10 (= 40) represents a 
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period of trial foUowed by some consummation of deKverance 
and victory to the good, and of defeat and destruction to the 
evil. The rain of the Flood was for forty days (Gen. vii. 4) ; 
after forty years in the wilderness Israel entered into the 
Promised Land ; after forty days Nineveh was saved ; Moses, 
Elijah, and Christ fasted forty days, and trial ended in 
triumph; God gave to Jerusalem forty years* probation 
after the Crucifixion, and then in the destruction of the 
city Christ rehearsed the future imiversal Judgment of the 
World. 

The number 8 (the next number after the Sabbatical 
number 7), and the octave of the number 1, is the symbol of 
Resurrection and Glory^ following the sabbatical rest of the 
grave. In accordance with this principle Circumcision, being 
the rising up of humanity into covenant with God, was to 
be administered on the eighth day. The Eighth Beatitude 
leads to the fruition of heavenly glory. Christ rose on the 
octave of Passion Sunday. The Holy Name Jesus in Greek 
= 888. 

In harmony with these phenomena we find that numbers 
in Scripture are exponents of sorrow and sufiering. The 
Sabbatical number 7 (the exponent of rest), broken in half, 
3i, is a symbol of trial, leading the just to glory, by suffering, 
and bringing woe on the wicked. Three years and a half 
was the time of the drought and dearth in the days of Ahab 
(Luke, iv. 25 ; Jam. v. 17). Three years and a half was the 
time of the severe sufferings and glorious martyrdoms of the 
ancient Church, persecuted by Antiochus Epiphanes — ^the 
type of an Infidel Antichrist. Three years and a half 
appears to have been the time of the world's trial by the 
preaching of Christ, Who was cut off in the midst of a week 
(Dan. ix. 26). And from such data as these the Christian 
Fathers have inferred that there will be a time like to it in 
duration and in anguish immediately before the Second 
Advent of Christ. They also conjectured, that as the six 
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days of the world's creation were followed by God's Sabbath 
of Best, and as Holy Scripture says that a thousand years 
are as one day to God (Ps. xc. 4 ; 2 Pet. iii. 8), so, after a 
period of six thousand years of toil and care, the world may 
come to the Sabbath of Eternity. 

Time will show whether this is a well-grounded opinion 
or no. 

The number six is an ominous one. It is, as it were, an 
aim at rest and peace in seven, but it is a stopping short of 
it. The sixth day of the week was the day of the Crucifixion 
of Christ. In the Apocalypse the sixth seal, the sixth 
trumpet, the sixth vial, represent an acme of woe. In the 
same Divine Book the number 666, a triple defection from 7, 
in units, tens, and hundreds, symbolises a terrible power, 
looking as if it aspired at sanctity, but a fierce agent of the 
Evil-one (Eev. xiii. 18). The antithesis to this is the mark 
of the saints who are sealed in their foreheads in the 
following chapter (Rev. xiv. 1 ; cf. Rev. vi. 3-8) ; namely, 
the cross of Christ, which in Greek (stauros) = 777, a 
triple sabbatical number. 

Your inquiries appear to possess a special value, because 
they show reason for believing that there are many harmonies 
and analogies in the dates of events recorded in Holy 
Scripture to which sufficient attention has not yet been given. 
Doubtless neither of us expect to arrive at absolute certainty 
in such matters as these. But you, my dear Sister, will have 
an ample reward if you have led others to recognise that, as 
in the world of Nature and of Grace, so also in the domain of 
History and in the Government of the World, Almighty God 
maketh all His work by number (Ecclus. xxxviii. 29), and 
ordereth all things in measure, and number, and weight 
(Wisdom, xi. 20) ; and that though in our present imperfect 
state we see through a glass darkly (1 Cor. xiii. 12), yet we 
1 to make us believe that there is a Divine sym- 
mony, and proportion, in the sequence of events in 
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God's gracious dispensations to mankind ; and that the time 
is coming when our ears, which now catch only some faint 
sounds of this heavenly music, may hear the fulness of its 
melodies; and when our eyes, which descry only some gleams 
of the loveliness of God's works, may see the King in His 
beauty (Isa. xxxiii. 7), and we shall know even as we are 
known (1 Cor. xiii. 12). 

I am, 

Your affectionate Brother, 

C.LINCOLN. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

The study of Scripture chronology is not unattended with diffi- 
culties, but they are fewer and more easily explained than those 
which occur in secular chronology, chiefly on two accounts; viz. 
the continuity and the certainty of the series of numbers con- 
nected with the principal historical events related in the Scriptiu-es 
on which the chronology is based. What is ambiguous in one 
passage will be found, generally speaking, to be made clear by a 
comparison of it with some other passages in the Old and New 
Testament, or, in some few instances, it may be better explained 
by examining more closely into the meaning of the text as it 
stands in the Original Hebrew or Greek ; but for the unlearned, 
who have not opportunities for such investigation, this is not 
necessary in order to gain a correct general view of the whole 
subject ; and, like all others concerning which we depend for 
information upon the inspired Word of God, though there is ample 
room for the exercise of the highest learning, there is at the same 
time satisfaction to be found by humble-minded inquirers after 
truth, who diligently seek it with prayer for the Divine Blessing on 
their endeavours, and (as it often happens) by a simpler method 
of search we may arrive with equal certainty at a right conclusion. 
* For mysteries are revealed to the meek,' which are sometimes 
hid from the * wise and prudent ' in their own sight. 

An acquaintance with simple arithmetical rules is all that is 
required for proving the accuracy of the conclusion, now generally 
accepted, that our Blessed Lord was bom in the course of the 
year 4004 from Adam ; and for gaining a clear and correct view of 
the succession of events recorded from 'the beginning,* in the 

B 



2 TYPICAL CHRONOLOGY. 

Bible. This study is most important, not merely as giving 
clearness to our conception and understanding of the events 
themselves, and their mutual dependence upon, and relation to 
each other, but on account of the typical and spiritual meaning 
linking them together, ever leading the mind onwards to Him of 
Whom * Moses in the Law and the Prophets did write ;* so that 
many incidents apparently purely historical are found to be in 
reality of the highest mystical import. 

It is this which makes a study which might otherwise seem dry 
and barren, deeply interesting and instructive; and while our 
hearts respond to the devout utterances of the Psalmist, * how 
sweet are thy words unto my throat : yea, sweeter than honey 
unto my mouth ;'» we feel also the full force of the words of 
St. James, * Known unto God are all his works from the beginning 
of the world,'* and of those of the prophet Isaiah, ' Thus saith 
the Lord, I am the First and I am the Last ; and beside me there is 
no God. And who, as I, shall call and shall declare it, and set it in 
order for me, since I appointed the ancient people ] and the things 
that are coming, and shall come, let them show unto them. Have 
I not told thee from that time, and have declared it ] Ye are even 
my witnesses. Is there a God beside me 1 Yea, there is no God ; 
I know not any.' ' 

To assist the student in his search, an historical table has been 
framed, with references, in order that he may prove the accuracy 
of the figures there inserted. 

These have all been carefully extracted from the Bible. ^ 

Another shorter table (page 4) has also been supplied, showing 
the dates of the more important events ascertained by grouping 
these figures together, or standing so calculated together in Scrip- 
ture itself. 

In the larger table will be found a list of the Kings of Judah 
and the years of each reign, disentangled from their connexion with 
those of the Kings of Israel, which renders the calculation of the 
period from the Foimding to the Fall of the Temple somewhat 
intricate and perplexing ; and also the years of the Judges and the 
times of rest intervening between the periods of their rule, showing 
the lapse of time from the Exodus to the founditig of the Temple 
to be as stated in 1 Kings, vi. 1, 480 years. 

» Ps. cxix. 103. * Acts, XV. 18. » Isa. xliv. 6-8. 

* Except the * 120 ' years preceding the hirth of Moses. See pp. 10, 19. 



CHAPTER II. 

ON THE TIMES FROM THE CREATION TO THE EXODUS. 

If the question were asked us, Why the present year is called 
1875 ] the answer would be, that we believe that amount of years 
to have elapsed since the coming of Christ in the year 4004 
from Adam. 

And if asked again. Where we should look for proof that this 
statement of * years from Adam to Christ ' is correct ] the reply 
would be, * In the Bible.' 

But perhaps this answer would be given with some hesitation, 
on account of the diversity of opinion expressed by different 
learned men who have written on the subject. Nevertheless, 
since the materials for making the calculation are all contained in 
Holy Scripture, the question is one which even the unlearned may 
study with advantage ; and as the date of many important epochs 
is perfectly clear, these having been first ascertained, we may 
afterwards be enabled to find the true position of other events 
connected with them in Sacred History, by a careful study of the 
Holy Volume itself. 

I propose here to state the result of such an inquiry, dividing 
the whole period 4004 to the Nativity into seven sections ; three 
preceding and three following that of the Exodus. 

In the seventh section are included the last 34 of the years 

* 490,' i,e, those of our Lord's age at the Crucifixion, after His 
Baptism at 30 years of age, and 3^ years of His Ministry, ending 
in A.D. 34. These years, added to a.m. 4004, equal 4038, the total 
of years from the Creation to the Cross, in accordance with the 

* Received Chronology * of Archbishop Ussher. 
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2nd. 
3rd. 
4th. 

«tfa. 
7th. 



SEVEN PERIODS. 

To the Urth of N<Mh ir>56 

y, „ Abrmm 2008 

To Isaae, aged thirtj jean 21.'^ 

To the Exodus date 256S' 

To the Temple fotrndiDg 3048 

To the year of release from Ci^rtiTitj . . 3478 

To the CmcifixioD 4038 



..) 1056 
.. ( 952 
130 
430 
480 
430 
500 



Short nktoncal Table of Years, from t/ie Creation to 

the Crucifixion. 



Tnaov. 



I. 



11. 

• • 

ni. 



IV. 
V. 

• • 

VI. 

• • 

vn. 



i 



HiSToaiCAi. Etevt. 



Birth of Noah (1) 
Year of the Flood (2.) .. 
Arphaxad horn (Shem 100) (3.) 

Terah bom 

Abram bom (4.) 

Isaac bom (5.) 

Isaac aged 30 

Jacob bom (6) 

Jacob dies (7.) 

Joseph dies (8.) 



Moses aged 80. Exodus (9.) . . 
Temple fomided (10.) . . 
Zedekiah taken captive, 4291 (11.) 
Edict of Cyras (12.) .. 

Nativity I Weeks. Ym. ) 
Cracifixion) 70x7=490/ 




1900 4038 



1 As to the reasons justifying the departure in this one instance from the 
received chronology, $ee pp. 5-11. 



1. Gen. v. 28, 29. 

2. „ vi. 7. 
8. „ zi.lO. 
41 „ zi. 20. 

Btt pp. 10, 19. 



5. Gen. xxi. 2. 

6. „ XXV. 26. 

7. „ xlvii. 28. 

8. .. Xi. 26. 



ti 



10. 1 Kings, vi. 1. 

11. 2 Kings, ix. 10. 

12. 2 Chron. xxv. 23. 
> Dan. ix. 24, 25. 
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The years belonging to the first three periods may be ascer- 
tained by adding together those that elapsed from the father's to 
the eldest son's birth, in the line from Adam, through Seth to 
Noah, and after the Flood through Shem to Terah, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. The date of Noah's birth thus reckoned being 
1056, 600 added (to the year of his entering the ark) make the 
date of the Flood 1656 ; and two years after the Flood, 1658-9,> 
Arphaxad was bom. The years of seven patriarchs named in the 
genealogy, from Arphaxad to Terah, amounting to 220, bring us 
to 1878 A.M. as the date of Terah's birth; and 130 years after- 
wards Abram was bom, in 2008. 

Isaac, bom when his father was 100, in 2108, reached the age 
of 30 years in 2138. This being the age afterwards appointed by 
the Law * for entering the Priesthood, and that at ,which our 
Blessed Lord, of Whom Isaac was a type, began His Ministry, ^ 
this date, as well as that of Isaac's birth, is entered in the table. ^ 
When Isaac was 60 years old — L e. 30 years later — in 2168, Jacob 
was bom;* and at 130 years of age went down into Egypt, in 
2198, after the seven predicted years of plenty and two of famine 
had passed away. Joseph, his son, made Governor over the land 
of Egypt, after interpreting Pharaoh's dream, at 30 years of age,^ 
must have been about 40 years old at this time. Seventeen years 
afterwards, when Jacob died, in 2315, Joseph must have been in 
his 57th year; and as he lived to be 110, he must have survived 
his father 53 years, and died in the year 2368. 

Scripture here affords no further information, enabling us to 
carry on the calculation as hitherto, reckoning dovmwards from 
the Creation. A blank therefore occurs after this date, for the 
period of years (not accounted for in the history) which followed 
to the birth of Moses.7 We are, indeed, told that the going forth 
out of Egypt took place at the end of a period of 430 years, ® and 
when Moses was 80 years of age, and that this was followed by a 
somewhat longer period of 4809 years to the foundation of the 
Temple, in the 4th year of King Solomon ; but Scripture being 
silent as to the point in Sacred History from which that 430 

* This date will be one year earlier or later according as we reckon from 
the going into or coming out of the ark. 

« Num. iv. 2, 3. » Luke, iii. 23. * See p. 47. 

» Gen. XXV. 26. « Gen. xU. 48, 46. ' Exod i. 7, 8; ii. 1, 10. 

• Exod. xii. 41. » 1 Kings, vi. 1. 
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period was reckoned, we are left to seek some other method for 
ascertaining this particular date of the Exodus. In order to do 
this we must, however, first make a calculation of the number of 
years following the Exodus to the Crucifixion ; and they may be 
easily ascertained by consulting the record of subsequent events 
in the Sacred History, as follows. 

This reckoning of years following the Exodus (to the Cruci- 
fixion) begins with 480 to the Founding of the Temple. To these 
we add the years of .the reigns of the Kings of Judah, 430, ending 
in the destruction of the City and Temple at the close of the 
reign of Zedekiah.* The duration of the Captivity in Babylon, 
then beginning, ended in 70 years, with the proclamation of the 
Edict of Cyrus,* from which date, according to the prediction of 
the Angel to Daniel, a period of 70 weeks,' or 490 years, was to 
bring to the Crucifixion, or the 'cutting off"'* of the Messiah, after 
69 of those weeks had expired. The amoimt of three out of these 
four periods, plainly declared in Scripture, may be taken as they 
stand, without reference to the details of the history; but the 
years of the kings must be calculated from the Books of Samuel, 
Kings, and Chronicles.^ This calculation will be found less per- 
plexing than it at first sight appears to be, if no notice is taken of 
any figures relating to the reigns of the Kings of Israel, but only 
of the duration of those of the Kings of Judah. 

The amount of the four periods above mentioned — viz. 480, 
430, 70, and 490 — is 1470 years intervening between the Cruci- 
fixion and the Founding of the Temple ; and the period of years 
immediately preceding that event, 430 being added, make 1900 
years,^ commencing with the first year of the * 430 * period, and 
ending with the last year of the *490' period ; and this amount 
deducted from 4038, the date of the Crucifixion, carries us back 
to the year 2138 a.m. ; that is to say, to the period when, as has 
been already observed, Isaac, like our Blessed Lord at His Baptism, 
was ' about 30 years of age. '7 

St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Galatians, chap, iii., speaks of the 
giving of the Law as having followed the confirmation of the pro- 
mise, after the lapse of 430 years ;® and if the above statement of 

' 2 Chron. xxxvi. 11. 2 Kings, xxv. 7-10. 

« 2 Chron. xxxv. 20-23. Ezra, i. 1-4. 
» Dan. ix. 24. * Dan. ix. 26. * 8ee Table, p. 49. 

• at Table, p. 4. ' Luke, ui. 23. « Gal. iii. 17. 



TYPICAL CHRONOLOGY. 7 

dates is correct, we find the date of the promise here spoken of 
fixed to the year 2138, and that of the Exodus to be 2568. If, 
dividing the period into 30 + 400, we add first '30' to 2138, we 
come to the year of Jacob's birth, from which event perhaps the 
*400' named in the Vision, * and in St. Stephen's speech before the 
Sanhedrim, « were counted. But we find that St. Paul, apparently 
following the statement of Moses, reckons in with the '400 ' 30 
preceding years,' thus making the historic period ending in 
the Exodus *430.'* 

In the 'Short Historical Table' (p. 4), all the dates thus 
ascertained are placed in regular order, and according to this 
calculation it will be observed that 400 years elapsed from the 
birth of Jacob, in 2168, to the Exodus, 2568 ; the duration of 
Jacob's life, and those years during which Joseph survived him, 
147 + 53=200, divide the 400 years exactly in half, and the 
following 120 + 80 form another period of 200 between Joseph's 
death and the Exodus. The 30 wanting to make up the whole 
period (430) being those which immediately precede the birth of 
Jacob — following after the year 2138. 

Isaac and Jacob of the * seed of Abraham,' in whom all nations 
were to be blessed, were both types of oiu* Blessed Lord in His 
Divine and Human nature; and viewed in this light, there is 
something very appropriate in the epochs thus brought out in 
connexion with this '430' period. 

St. Paul, speaking of the fulfilment of God's promises to us in 
Christ, illustrates this subject by reference to ' a man's covenant,' 
which, if it be confirmed, cannot be disannulled; and in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, chap, xi., he declares that, as among men, * an 
oath for confirmation is an end of all strife;' so, God for our 
consolation, 'who have fled for refuge to lay. hold on the hope 
set before us,' has, together with the promise, given to us the 
assurance of an 'immutable oath.' This teaching of the Apostle 
corresponds exactly with the words of Zacharias, who, being 'filled 
with the Holy Ghost,' when he praises God for the fulfilment of 
His promises in the coming of Christ, connects with 'the covenant' 
* the oath which he sware to our father Abraham, that we being 
delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without 
fear,' quoting apparently Ps. cv. 8-10, where the first and 

» Gen. XV. « Acts, vU. » Gal. iii. * See Note, p. 4. 
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typical fulfilment of the promises in the Uxodua is celebrated. 
The * covenant' is here said to have been 'made with Abraham,' 
and the *Oath sworn to Isaac/ plainly referring to some event 
concerning not only Abraham but Isaac himself; and in the 
margin of our Bibles we are referred to Gen. xxii. 16-18,* the first 
place in the history in which any mention is made of the oath by 
which the promise was confirmed ; and also to Gen. xxvL 3, where 
the same occasion is referred to at the time of the renewal of the 
promise, spoken of as made * to Abraham and his seed * — which in 
a yet further sense was made to all, in Christ Himself, typified by 
Isaac — * and to thy seed, which is Christ.* Again, St. Paul says 
that the covenant (confirmed to us in Christ) was given 430 years 
before the Law. That this period was reckoned from some well- 
known epoch in patriarchal history is plain, from the emphatic 
manner in which Moses speaks of ' the self-same day ' in which the 
Lord brought the children of Israel out of Egypt.* 

The day of Isaac's birth might seem a very fitting time for the 
commencement of a series of epochs ending in the Nativity, Cruci- 
fixion, Resurrection, and Ascension of our Lord. But there seems 
reason rather to believe, from the passages of Scripture above cited, 
that Isaac's oflfering on Mount Moriah, in which he was most re- 
markably a type of our Lord, is the event indicated by the Holy 
Spirit, * Who spake by the prophets.* 

In a covenant three things are implied : an offer on one side, 
its acceptance on the other, and its confirmation by both parties. 
St. Paul says, * to Abraham and his seed were the p7vmises made,' 
and notably in the Vision.^ But it was not till many years later 
that the terms of the covenant were stated for the first time, and 
accepted by Abraham, in the circumcision of himself and all his 
house in one day. God said to him at that time, * This is my 
covenant, which ye shall keep ;** and it was also said, *My cove- 
nant ndll I establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at 
this set time in the next year.* Observe that this establishment 
of the covenant is spoken of as belonging to a time still future. 
Now if we are right in supposing that establishing and confirming 
a covenant are equivalent terms, these words seem to point first 
and literally to Isaac ; and through Isaac to Chi-ist. And so, 
accordingly, St, Paul speaks of the * covenant confirmed ' before the 

» See also Heb. vi. 15-18. Luke, i. 72, 73. 
» Exod. xu. 41, 42. « Gen. xv. * Gen. xvii. 2, 4, 7, 9, 10, 19, 21. 



TYPICAL CHRONOLOGY. 9 

Law was given—' confirmed of God in Christ/ but first in Isaac, 
the type of Him in Whom * all the promises of God are yea and 
amen.' And St. Paul names at the same time, as we have seen, 
*430* years, which, therefore, apparently must be connected with 
Isaac himself and the occasion of his offering up ; and, as has 
been already observed, both here and elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment where the same subject is spoken of, this * covenant and pro- 
mise' are also connected with an oath. 

Since, then, it appears that the solemn occasion of the 
offering of Isaac is the only one named in the history of the 
Patriarchs, where the promise, so often reiterated, was connected 
with an oath ; and since this offering on Mount Moriah was an 
event from which Moses might with great propriety reckon the 
years to that * self-same day' of the first Passover, preceding 
immediately the smiting of the heads of Leviathan in the waters, 
when that old Serpent, the Devil, was * in a figure ' vanquished, as 
by the Captain of our Salvation afterwards Himself triimiphing 
over him in the wilderness immediately after His Baptism ; it seems 
not improbable that there may have been a coincidence here in 
respect of age between the type and antitype : each offered and 
willingly offering himself, at 30 years old, on Moriah and in the 
Jordan, the ram in the thicket marking the resemblance between 
Isaac and our Lord at that very time when He was pointed out by 
St. John as the Lamb of God, the accepted propitiation for our 
Bins. 

In corroboration of this view it may be remarked, that this 
striking event is related in the chapter immediately preceding 
that in which the account is given of Sarah's death, with the 
mention of her age at that time (127), marking Isaac's age 36 ; 
and thus showing that the offering took place previously to that 
time. And since the amount of the periods named in Scripture 
as intervening between the Crucifixion and the first year of the 
430 indicate Isaac's 39th year as the marked point in his history, 
from which the period 430 actually began ; it appears very pro- 
bable that the conclusion we have arrived at may be correct. 

Another argument in favour of the correctness of this 
view will appear from the consideration of the following ob- 
servations : — 

As in the prophecy of the 70 weeks it was revealed to Daniel 
by the Angel, that after 'seven, three score and two weeks' (69 
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weeks), the * Messiah would be cut off,' — not of neoessitj meaning, 
as Dr. Pusey remarks, that the Crucifixion would take place pre- 
cisely at that time, but only not be/ore that amount of years had 
expired — so, perhaps, in the period *4:00' years, named in the 
Vision, the meaning intended may have been, not that the Exodus 
would take place exactly at the end of 400 years, but rather not 
before that period of years had elapsed. But supposing the date 
of the Exodus to have been, as stated in the table, 2568, it is 
arithmetically certain that, deducting 80 years (Moses' age at that 
time — ^he was bom in 2488; and also that 400 years again de- 
ducted would carry us back to 2088, a date exactly midway 
between 2083, when Abraham left Haran and came to Canaan 
in his 75th year, and 2094, when, in his 86th year, Ishmael 
was bom. 

Though the date of the Vision is not declared in Scripture, its 
place in the history, following one and preceding the other of those 
two events, is in perfect accordance with such an interpretation of 
the prophecy as is here suggested — viz. that the prophecy pointed 
to the birth of the Deliverer. The events noted in the history, as 
belonging to this period, are as follows : — 

Tears. 
The birth of Abram . . . . . . . . . • — . . 

Abram's age when he left Haran and came to Canaan 75 . , 



Supposed date of the Vision. Abram aged 80 

Ishmael bom. Abram 86 . . 

Isaac bom. Abraham 100 . . 

To Isaac's 30th year . . 

Birth of Jacob. Isaac 60 . . 

To Jacob's death 

To Joseph's death, at 110 

To Moses' birth 



Total years following Abram's 80th year 
Years to the Exodus. Muses aged 



5 

^ 6 

14 

30 

30 

147 

53 

120 

400 
80 J 



::l 



2008 

2083 

2088 

2004 

2108 

2138 

2168\ 

2315 

23^8 

2488 

2568 



430 



According to this interpretation of the prophecy, it would 
appear that when Moses, in his history of the Exodus, speaks of 
430 years ending in that event — a period exceeding that named 
in the Vision only by 30 years — ^he may, indeed, speak of a similar 
term of years, but, as dating from a dififerent point in the history, 
not the 8am€y although a large portion of the number of years 
included in both may be, in fact, identical with each other ; so 
that we must say either only the years 400, reaching from the 
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time of the Vision to the birth of Moses, are to be understood 
as intended in the prophecy delivered to Abraham ; or else that 
two periods were foretold together, one ending in the birth 
of Moses, 80 years before the Exodus ; the other beginning to 
run from the date of Jacoh's birth, and ending in the Exodus 
year; or else, keeping the prophetic and historic periods dis- 
tinct, we must consider that the revelation of the duration of 
the term *400 ' vas only intended to apply to the shorter prophetic 
period, and not at all to the longer historic period, 430, hot foretold. 
Either way, the -apparent discrepancy which has caused so much 
perplexity to chronologists and biblical students generally may 
thus find a satisfactory solution. 

Another argument, corroborative of the view here taken as to 
the date of the Exodus, may be drawn from an average calculation 
of the ages of the Patriarchs, from Abraham to Moses inclusive, 
similar to that on which actuaries rely in drawing up tables of 
annuity ; by which it appears that there is no discrepancy between 
the chronology and the history of the period, and that the arith- 
metical probability is quite in accordance with the statement made 
by St. Stephen, that all (the Fathers) died in Egypt, and were carried 
up to Sychem * at the time of the Exodus. It is a remarkable fact 
that we axe told the ages of Levi and his grandson, Amram, the 
father of Moses, at their death (137 years), and the age of Kohath, 
son of Levi, at his death (133) ;2 and these ancestors of Moses are 
the only persons mentioned in the genealogy concerning whom 
any such information is given. Whether or not intended as an 
aid for settling the chronological difficulty we have been discussing, 
it may be of use for the purpose of enabling us to form an estimate 
as to the probable dates of the death of each, so as to show the 
agreement of the facts with the statement of St. Stephen above 
quoted. 

From the fact that the lives of these three Patriarchs were so 
nearly of the same duration, it seems not improbable that the age 
of each, at the birth of the son following him in the succession, 
may have been about the same, as we know to have been the case 
with respect to the eight Patriarchs whose names stand in the 
genealogy between Arphaxad and Abraham ; in each case the eldest 
son being bom between his father's 29th and 35th year (Gen. xi. 
10-26 ) see table, p. 46). It is plain from the history that there 

» Acts, vii. 16-17. ' Exod. vi. 16-20. 
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was an average interval of about 80 years between the six Patri- 
archs descending from Abraham to Moses in the line of Levi ; 
that is to say, supposing the Exodus to have taken place, as is 
here stated, in 2568— For there were 80 x 6 = 480 to the birth 
of Moses, and 80 years, his age at the Exodus, in all 560 years 
after Abraham's birth (80 x 7 = 560) — we see that these years, 
560 divided by 7 (^. e. for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Levi, Kohath, 
Amram, and Moses), give 80 years to each name. . 

With respect to the three first, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
correctness of this average calculation is historically proved ; for 
80 X 3 = 240 is exactly the combined amount of years to 
Isaac's birth. 100, added to Jacob's birth 60, and to Levi's birth 
80, total 240. 

Yean. 
Year of Abraham's birth . . . . . . . . 2008 

Add . . . . . . . . . . 240 



Jacob 80. Date of Levi's birth 2248 

That Jacob was 80 years old in 2248 we ascertain by adding 80 
to the year of his birth, 2168 ; and that Levi was bom in this 
year we infer from a consideration of the following facts : — Jacob's 
service to Laban lasted 20 years,* at the close of which period 
Joseph, the youngest of his twelve children, bom in Haran, being 
already born, he returned to Canaan ; and on his arrival at Bethle- 
hem Rachel gave birth to Benjamin.^ The age of Jacob at Joseph's 
birth we learn from the subsequent history; for we read that 
Jacob went down into Egypt ' in the 130th year of his age, in the 
fourth of the seven years of famine, when Joseph, who had been 
exalted as Governor over the land of Egypt at the age of 30, ten 
years previous to this time, must have been 40 years old ; and being 
40 years old when his father was 130, he must have been bom 
when his father was 90, at the close of his service to Laban. 
Jacob, therefore, entered Laban's service 20 years earlier, when 
he was 70, and was 77 when Leah was given him to wife, instead 
of Rachel, after 7 years' service. He had no children by any other 
wife till after the birth of his fourth son, Judah. These four sons 
we may therefore suppose to have been born in the four years fol- 
lowing the 77th year of Jacob's age, which would bring the birth 
of Levi, his third son, to his 80th year. 

* Gen. xxxi. 41. Gen. xxxv. 16-18. • Gen. xlvii. 9. 
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Granting that Levi was bom in his father's 80th year, 
2168 + 80 = 2248, his death, aged '137,' would take place in 
2385 (2248 + *137'); and if his son Kohath was bom when he 
was 80, Kohath would be, at the time of his father's death — aged 
137 in 2385-57 years of age. Kohath died, aged *133,' in 2461, 
at which time Amram, if bom when he was 80, would be 53 years 
old ; and 27 years added to 2461 would make him 80 in 2488. 
By subtracting 80 from the year of the Exodus, 2568, we have 
already seen that Moses was bom (27 years after Kohath's death) 
in this very year 2488, when his father Amram, according to the 
preceding calculation, would be 80 (27 + 53 = 80). Fifty-seven 
years added to his (Amram's) age (80 + 57 = 137) would bring us 
to the year of his death, at 137 years old, in 2545 ; that is to say, 
23 years before the Exodus in 2568. 

The determination of the date of the Exodus may help us to 
interpret the symbolic prophecy related in the fourth chapter of 
Ezekiel, who was commanded to lie on his left side 390 days, 
bearing the iniquity of the house of Israel, and 40 days on the 
right side, for that of the house of Judah, and to utter a pro- 
phecy connected with the siege of Jerusalem, which, by God's 
command, he had portrayed on the tile. 

It was said to him at the same time, *Thou shalt not turn 
thee from one side to another till thou hast ended the days of thy 
siege.' 

If we are to understand by this that hotk periods were to end 
in one event — namely, in that judgment on the city — the shoiter 
period will be contained in the larger, coinciding with the last 
40 years of it ; and the date of the taking of the city being 3478 
(see Table, p. 50), the commencement of the 390 period will be 
found (by deducting that number of years from 3478) to be 3088. 
The 40 years at the conclusion of the period being deducted^ 
from the same date, 3478, will show the commencement of 
the shorter period to be 3438. On referring to the history, we 
find the former date to coincide with the 4th year of the reign of 
Kehoboam, and the latter with the 13th of Josiah. 

In the 2nd Book of Chronicles, xi. 13-17, we read of the resort 
of the ' Priests and Levites, and all such as set their hearts to seek 
the Lord God of Israel,' to Judah and Jerusalem, on account 
of Jeroboam's sin in setting up the worship of the calves ; and the 
precise date of the commencement of this idolatrous worship is 
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there thus declared : — * They strengthened the kingdom of Judah, 
and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, three years : for 
three years they walked in the way of David and Solomon.' 

And again, in the following chapter, the subsequent defection 
of Rehoboam himself, * and all Israel with him,' is thus noticed : — 
'In the fifth year of King Rehoboam Shishak came up against him, 
because he had transgressed against the Lord.* The fourth year 
thus marked in the history (as intervening between the third and 
fifth) exactly coincides with the commencement of a period of 
390 years mentioned in the prophecy as so many days to the 
Captivity. On this occasion, Shemaiah the prophet being sent to 
testify against Rehoboam, we read that * he humbled himself, and 
the wrath of the Lord turned from him, and also in Judah things 
went well' (chap. xii.). Jeroboam, on the contrary, when warned 
by the men of God from Judah, * relumed not from his evil way, 
but made again of the lowest of the people priests of the high 
places.' 

We find the commencement of the other period indicated by 
the prophecy, forty years before the end of the siege, marked with 
like precision, as commencing after the thirteenth year of Josiah. 
His reign lasted eighteen years longer, and was followed by the 
reign of Jehoiakim, lasting 1 1 years ; eighteen added to eleven, 
equal twenty-nine years. After Jeconiah's short reign (who de- 
livered himself up to the King of Babylon * at the end of the year,' 
see 2 Chron. xxxvi. 10), Zedekiah was placed upon the throne ; 
who also reigned 11 years, during the last two of which the city 
was besieged and finally taken and destroyed. 29 + 11=40. In 
the twenty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah we have the record of his 
testimony against the people of Judah, uttered in the 4th year of 
Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, seven years before the siege, saying : — 
I From the thirteenth year of Josiah, even unto this day, I have 
spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but ye have not 
hearkened ; and the Lord hath sent to you all his prophets, rising 
early and sending them : but ye h^ve not hearkened : . . . . 
therefore thus saith the Lord : This whole land shall be a desola- 
tion and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the King 
of Babylon 70 years.' 

We cannot fail to be struck with the similarity observable 
between this predicted period of 40 years, ending in the first siege 
and captivity, and those 40 that followed our Lord's manifestation 
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at His Baptism, and ended in the last siege, and final dispersion of 
the people. 

It seems almost as if Moses, at the close of the charge de- 
livered by him to the people before they entered the promised 
land, had both these events in view (see Lev. xxvi. 26, 29, 31-35) ; 
and possibly the prophecy of Ezekiel may point not so much to the 
former as to the delayed judgment of the latter dispersion. 



CHAPTER III. 

ON THE RECEIVED DATE OF THE EXODUS. 

In order more fully to explain the difference between the date 
given in the preceding Tables for the Exodus and that given by 
Archbishop Ussher, it may be well to make a few observations on 
the volume containing the materials from which, I believe, our 
present system of Chronology is derived. It was published 
from the original manuscript written in Latin, and left un- 
finished at the Archbishop's death in 1657, when he was 77 
years of age. 

Great pains appear to have been taken by the editor in 
searching for, and putting together, all the loose sheets found 
among the Archbishop's papers ; and he speaks with great regret 
of not having been able to find any part of the first chapter, 
entitled, * On the Times from the Beginning,' except a few lines at 
the commencement of it. This fragment, however, he gives, im- 
perfect as he found it, having plainly a very affectionate reverence 
for the author, and for every word he had written. 

But the manuscripts appear not to have bee;ti altogether well 
arranged. The volume begins with a chapter on the diu^ation of 
the reigns of the Kings of Israel and Judah, and it ends abruptly 
with another broken chapter on the years of the Judges ; in writing 
which, we are informed, the great Archbishop concluded his life 
and his labours together. 

And again, the chapters on the times of the Patriarchs are 
placed after those on the Kings. These contain some valuable 
tables, the result apparently, of the learned author's investigation 
of the many disputed and doubtful points discussed in other parts 
of the book ; and one of these tables contains the dates forming 
the basis of our present chronological system. 
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"We may well suppose that a list of above 160 persons, whoso 
works had been examined by the Archbishop in preparing his own, 
and whose opinions and arguments in support of them are minutely 
discussed by him in several chapters, embraces all those writers 
who were at that time noted for learning, and had taken this 
subject into consideration. One opinion appears to have generally 
prevailed at this time, and was accepted by the Archbishop — viz. 
that the period mentioned by Moses, *430' years,* after which God 
brought the people out of the land of Egypt, must be reckoned 
from the 75th year of Abram's age. But I think that satisfactory 
reasons may be given for holding, on the contrary (as I have 
already endeavoured to explain), that this period begins 55 years 
later, when Abram was 130 years old, and when Isaac — in whom 
Abram's seed was called to the inheritance of temporal and spiritual 
blessings, and temporal and spiritual deliverance from their 
enemies — had reached the typical age, 'thirty years.' 

Reckoning by the lives of the Patriarchs, Archbishop Ussher 
gives the year of Abram's birth, as has been said, a.m. 2008, 
B.C. 1996 j and, adding 75 to the date of Abram*s 75th year, 
A.M. 2083, the period *430 years,' mentioned by Moses in his 
account of the Exodus as having ended in that event, he brings 
out, as the date of the Exodus, a.m. 2513, B.C. 1491, instead of 
B.C. 1436 — making a diflference of 55 years in the dates. The 
ground of this calculation appears to have been the supposition 
that the years of the pilgrimage or sojourn of Abraham and his 
seed in a strange land, commenced with Abram's leaving Haran — 
a supposition which seems doubtful on two accounts : First, because 
the period of pilgrimage began, in fact, when, together with Terah, 
he left his own * country and kindred * in Ur of the Chaldees, and 
sojourned in Haran tiU Terah's death ;2 and as this departure 
from Ur of the Chaldees took place previously to his coming to 
Haran, so also the date of it is nowhere mentioned in Scripture. 
Secondly, that where the time of the sojourn is spoken of, as well 
as in the account of the Vision where the duration of that sojourn 
is foretold, the Scripture expressions are in one case, ' Now the 
sojourning of the children of Israel,'/ &c., and in the other case, 
* Thy seed shall be a stranger in a land not theirs.' * 

It is difficult to imagine that the period of the sojourn can be 

* Exod. xii. 40. » Qen. xv. 13. » Acts vii. 2-4. 

C 
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rightly reckoned to begin from a date svhseqiLent to Abraham's first 
departure, and 25 years before the birth of the child of promise, of 
whom it was said, * In Isaac shall thy seed be called.' But 
besides the improbability here pointed out as attaching to the 
commencement of the period under consideration before the birth 
of Isaac, when we compare the dates arrived at by Archbishop 
Ussher for the Exodus (a.m. 2513, b.c. 1491) with the amount of 
years intervening between the Exodus and the Nativity, deducible 
from the history (see Table, p. 4), we find a great disagreement 
between them. For to the founding of the Temple 'after the 
coming out of Egypt ' 480 years elapsed, and the following period of 
430 years was occupied by the reigns of the kings to Zedekiah's 
captivity, after which there were 70 years to the publication of the 
Edict of Cyrus. These, together with 456, the former part of 
Daniel's 490 years (leaving 34 to the Crucifixion), amount in all to 
1436 years ; and we find, deducting this total from 1491 b.c. (the 
Archbishop's date for the Exodus), a surplus of 55 years b.c. before 
reaching the point at which, according to the history and his own 
statement, the Nativity actually took place — 4004. 

It is plain that there is some error here, which we cannot but 
think the Archbishop would have noticed and rectified had he 
lived to revise his own work before its publication. 

Deducting 1436, the amount of years as given in the table of 
historic periods from the Founding of the Temple to the Nativity, 
and adding to the calculation, the preceding period 430 years, 
making in all 1866 B.C., from 4004, we are carried back to 2138, 
the point at which my calculation begins, when Isaac was 30 
years old. The following table will perhaps put this subject in 
a clearer light. In the centre column I have placed the historic 
periods of years from 2083 (when Abram was 75) to the Exodus, 
adding at the bottom of the column the years required, according 
to my calculation and according to Archbishop Ussher's, to make 
up the amount 430. Both calculations require a certain number 
of years not mentioned in the history, to be taken into the 
account, between Joseph's death and Moses' birth; but the 
amount of these unmentioned years will of course be least in 
Archbishop Ussher's calculation, because he takes into his 
account the years which elapsed between Abram's 75th year 
and Isaac's 30th year, from which last point the other calculation 
begins. 
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Thus, from Abram's 75th year there were,— 











Years. 


A.M. 




Yean. 


Abram, aged 


• • 


75 , 


, . 2083 


To l8aac*s birth 


.. 35 


Abram 


• • 


100 . 


. 2108 


Isaac, aged 30 


.. 30 


Abram 


• • 


130 , 


. 2138 


Isaac, aged . . 


.. 60 


Jacob bom. . 


• • 


— 


. . 2168 




147 


Jacob's death, aged 1 


147— . 


. 2316 




53 


Joseph's death 


• • 


— 


. 2368 






Moses bom 


• • 


— 


, . 2488 




80 


Moses 80 . • 


. « 


— 


. . 2568 




365 






310 




365 years of the history by Ussher's 


Years wanting 


• • 


180 




dates 


.. 365 










Years wanting to be added 


.. 65 






430 






430 


Exodus .. 




• • 


. 2668 



Exodus . . 2613 a.m. ; 1491 B.C. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Oir THE PERIOD TO THE FOUNDING OF THE TEMPLE. 

The years intervening between * the coming out of Egypt ' and 
the founding of the Temple at Jerusalem being distinctly stated 
as 480 (1 Kings, vi. 1), this period seems at first sight to need no 
explanation. , But it has appeared to some peraons who adopt 
Archbishop Ussher's date for the Exodus, so difficult to reconcile 
this statement with the years of the Judges, as stated in the Books 
of Samuel, Joshua, and Judges, and also with St. Paul's calculation 
of years from the sojourn in Egypt, to the raising up of David to 
the throne, that the period itself has been considered by many 
as interpolated. In the Historical Table (p. 48), all the periods 
mentioned in this part of the history have been placed in the 
order in which they occur, and carried down to the time when 
David, at 37 years of age, was crowned in Jerusalem ; at which 
time apparently, the struggle, so long continued, with Saul and 
his house, finally ceased in 3011 a.m. (see 2 Sam. ii. 8-10; iii. 16-39; 
iv.; V. 10; vi.) 

This date of David's * raising up * to the throne in Jerusalem 
would seem to be that point in the history concluding St. Paul's 
calculation of forty, and four hundred and fifty, preceding years 
(Acts, xiii. 20), of which the closing year of the 40, pertaining to 
Saul's period, coincides with the accession of David to the throne 
in Jerusalem, after having previously- reigned seven years in 
Hebron, where he was crowned at 30 years of age. By deducting 
Saul's period, 40 years, ending in 3011, firom that amount, we 
ascertain that the year of his anointing was 2971 A.M.; and again, 
deducting 450 from this date, we are carried back to the year 
2521 A.M. as the year from which the period of years 450, pre- 
ceding Saul's period of 40, begins. 
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Moses having been born {see Table, p. 48) In 2488, would be 
in his 34th year at the commencement of the period '450,' in 
2521, a date preceding the Exodus 47 years. This is quite in 
accordance with the fact that St. Paul begins his historical sketch 
(ending in the * raising up of David ' to the kingdom) at a point 
in time preceding the Exodus, and while the people were still 
sojourners in Egypt. According to this present calculation, then, 
it may be asked, What becomes of the 40 years in the wilderness 
me'iitioned by St. Paul ] They appear to be the concluding years 
of Moses' life — ^those, that is, during which he appears in the 
history as the first of a following series of JvdgeSy all whose periods 
are reckoned down to the year of their death. 

The name of Moses is followed by twelve other names, *to 
Samuel the prophet;* and Samuel's name, like that of Jesus' in 
St. Matthew's genealogical table, is therefore the fourteenth, in- 
eluding that of Moses. {Bee Bishop of Lincoln's Bible with Notes, 
Judges, iii., p. 93, note on Othniel.) 

Eli must have been contemporary with Samson, as well as with 
Samuel. Of Samuel it is said, *he judged Israel all the days of his 
life ' (1 Sam. vii. 15), that is, from the time when he ministered as a 
'child girded with a linen ephod' (1 Sam. ii. 3, 4), up to 20 years 
after Eli's death, the time of Eleazar's appointment to keep the 
ark, after it had been many years in the hands of the Philistines ; 
at which time, the people repenting, and being prayed for by Samuel, 
their enemies were miraculously subdued. {See 1 Sam. vii. 13.) 

We hear often of the Philistines gathering together in great 
force after the appointed 40 years of their oppression were ended ; 
but though in chap. vii. 13 it is said, 'they came no more into 
the coast of Israel,' this expression being coupled with the state- 
ment that ' the hand of the Lord was against them all the days 
of Samuel ;* it appears that, though still at war with Israel, they 
were not suffered to prevail against ' the hand of the Lord ' whilst 
Samuel lived. 

Having ascertained by the foregoing calculation the year of 
Saul's anointing to be 2971, and learning also from the history 
the age of David, when crowned in Jerusalem (3011) to have been 
37 years, by deducting these years from the above, date, we find 
that he was bom in 2974, and Saul was therefore anointed three 
years before the birth of David. In 1 Sam. xiii. we read, * Saul 
reigned one year, and when he had reigned two years over Israel ' 
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he smote a garrison of the Philistines, who, gathering together 
against him in great multitudes, the men of Israel saw themselves 
in a great strait, and were much distressed, and followed Saul, 
trembling ; and, seeing the people scattered from him, he ventured 
to offer the burnt -offering before Samuel came.* The rebuke 
of the prophet, and the rejection of the king for his disobedience, 
are narrated in verses 13 and 14 of chapter vii. ; and the infant 
David, apparently born just in that very year, is thus spoken of 
by Samuel : * Now, thy kingdom shall not continue; the Lord hath 
sought him a man after his own heart, and hath commanded him 
to be captain over his people.' 

By a reference to the Historical Table, where all these dates 
are entered, the correctness of the statement as to the years 
that elapsed from the Exodus to the Temple (480) will be plainly 
apparent ; and the following short table will show the connexion 
between St. Paul's calculation and the historical period therein 
set down : — 

Yra. Trs. Ypb. A,M. 

Birth of Abram _- __ — 2008 

Age at the Vision 80 — — 2088 

Years to Moses' birth « 400 * — — 2488 

OommenGementof St. Paul's calculation, 

Moses 33 (33 — — 2521 

Bejected by his brethren . . . . I 7-i — — 2528 

Aged 80 at tfie Exodus . . . . 40 L 47-i — 2568 

End of Judges 403 403 l. 450 2971 

Saul's period .. 40 40 40 3011 

If we reckon, as was usual among the Jews, and therefore as 
St. Paul would most probably reckon, in round numbers, 2000 
years to Abram, 2000 subsequent years for the Law (another 
supposed 2000 to follow for the times of the Gospel), the summary 
of periods would stand, according to the history, as follows, viz. : — 

A.M. 

To Abram 2000 + 80 the year of the Vision 2080 

400 to Moses' birth 2480 

, , _ 40 His Mission to his brethren, and rejection 

M to I AH ' ^y ^^^"^ ^^^^ 

S^aul's Uiol'^''^^ Saul anointed 2970 

anointing J 40 David * raised up ' as king in Jerusalem 8010 

' 1 Sam. X. 8. 



CHAPTER V. 



THE SEVENTY WEEKS. 



The last, or seventh period in the table, viz. the years inter- 
vening between the release of the Jews from captivity and the 
Crucifixion, remains to be explained. It is very remarkable that, 
just where the Scriptural record of historical dates ends with the 
death of Zedekiah, as by the foregoing calculation appears in the 
year 3478 a.m., a very precise prophetic statement was made of 
the duration of the Babylonish captivity, and of the following 
period of years, to commence with the promulgation of the Edict 
of Cyrus for the return of the Jews to their own land, by the 
inspired prophets, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Daniel: the former of 
these, Ezekiel, also supplied the key whereby the revelation to 
Daniel might be interpreted. 

We read that, after having been instructed to take a tile and to 
pourtray upon it the city of Jerusalem, and lay siege to it, as a 
sign to the house of Israel, Ezekiel also received the following 
command : — * Lie thou upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of 
the house of Israel upon it : the number of the days that thou 
shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. I have laid upon 
thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the 
days, 390 days : so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of 
IsraeL And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy 
right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of Judah forty days : 
I have appointed thee each day for a year.** 

We are all familiar with the metaphoric use of the term days 
for years, as descriptive generally of the brevity of human life ; 
which in prophecy, here and elsewhere, we find to be adopted, and 
carried out still further, entire periods of years (considered as days) 
being divided by 7 into ' weeks of years ;' or, in other places, 

* Ezek. iv. 1-8^ 
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grouped Into months and years prophetic. In the present case, the 
division being into 'weeks of years/ 70 weeks multiplied by 7 
will show the amount of natural years thus indicated to be 490. 
But as the * weeks/ each consisting of 7 years, stand divided in 
the prophecy into 3 groups — viz. 7 weeks, 62, and 1 — we naturally 
conclude there must be a reason for this subdivision ; and certainly 
this may be so, without our being able to imderstand the reason in 
each particular case. 

It is the same with regard to many other prophecies which 
we speak of as fulfilled, one part of the Revelation being per- 
fectly clear, but part as yet concealed from us. When we add 
70 years of captivity, and again 70 weeks, or 490 years, to the 
amount of preceding years of Scripture history, we see at once 
that this total agrees with the fact of the Nativity, 4004, and our 
Lord's Crucifixion in His 34th year, supposing that this great 
event (foretold as the ' cutting off ' of the Messiah, which was not 
to occur till after the 69th week) marks the last year of that last 
week. But why the intervening dates marked by the close of the 
7th and 62nd weeks are thus distinguished, and why the epoch of 
the Nativity is not indicated, but is left to be inferred by calcula- 
tion after the event, is one of the mysteries of Scripture revela- 
tion to be reverently approached, and meditated upon, as having 
probably some meaning beyond what we are at present able to 
discover. 

Thus much, however, we may perceive, i,e. that a knowledge 
of the fact as to the precise year of the Nativity was herein pro- 
vided for, as well as its concealment till the appointed time was 
come ; and that this was necessary to prevent the success of false 
Christs and false prophets showing themselves . at the time when 
the coming of the Messiah approached. Thus, when the course of 
events brought Jesus of Nazareth to the Cross (in 3 J years after 
His Baptism), in the 34th year of His age, at the end of 490 
years from the edict of release from captivity, those 34 years 
deducted from 490 would show His birth to have marked the 
456th year of the period, and to coincide with the year of the 
world's age, 4004 ; for the years 34 of our Lord's age, subtracted 
from the total 4038, as we have seen, carry us back to that date. 

We as Christians, to whom the mystery of the Gospel, * hid 
from ages and generations,' has been revealed, are permitted not 
only to see a new division of the period of years 490 into 466 
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before, and 34 after, the Birth of Christ, and, adding 456 to the 
date of the release from Babylon 3548, thus to bring out the date 
of the Nativity, 4004 ; but also to recognise the epoch of His 
Coming to the Temple in the date 4016, coinciding with the close 
of the period 7 x 60 weeks, when he had attained His 12th year. 

And connecting these years of our Lord's age with the corre- 
sponding event in the history of Josiah coming to purify the Temple 
in the 12th year of his reign, we are able to observe that his 
struggle with the ancient foe of his people (described in Holy 
Writ as * Leviathan, that crooked serpent,') took place 18 years 
later, viz. in the 31st of his reign, and so to perceive here another 
resemblance between Josiah and our Lord — the type and anti- 
type; for if, after 7 and 60, we add 2 weeks — making in all 
69 weeks (seven, three score, and two) — and add to the two weeks 
the former part of the last * one week ' (spoken of by the angel as 
divided in the midst), we find 18 years following our Lord's 
12th year, bringing us to that of His Baptism, when being, as 
we are told, 'about 30 years of age,' He met and vanquished 
Satan in the wilderness. The remaining years of the week, thus 
divided, appear to correspond with the 3J years of His ministry, 
ending in the Crucifixion, in the closing year of the predicted 
period * 70 weeks.' But there is yet another way of arranging 
these periods, as will be explained in the following chapter. 



CHAPTER VI. 



TYPICAL PERIODS. 



In the preceding chapters little more has been done than to 
enumerate and give a short explanation of the connexion, in one 
whole, of the various periods mentioned in Scripture, up to the 
date of the Fall of Jerusalem in a.d. 70. But if the calculation 
thus far has been correctly made, it may be the means of leading 
us on to a fiiUer and clearer view of some truths connected with 
the subject that do not lie on the surface, but must, according to 
the word spoken by Solomon, be * searched for as hid treasure.' 

Let us here suppose a case — one that must frequently have 
occurred at the time of the first preaching of the Gospel — suppose, 
let us say, that one of the more devout men among the Hebrews 
who had witnessed the fact of the Crucifixion, and lived to see the 
faU of Jerusalem in the 37th year after that event (that is, 40 
years after the manifestation of Christ at 30 years of age in His 
Baptism), comparing the history of his own times with DanieFs 
prediction of the 70 weeks such a person might probably begin 
his examination of the prophecy, by deducting from those *70 
weeks* the * three score and two,* i.e. 434 years ('after* which, 
according to the prophecy, the Messiah would be cut off*), from 4038, 
the date of the Crucifixion. He would observe that the last 
4 years corresponding to those of our Lord's ministry being 
taken away, a period of * 430 * would remain, so marking the date 
of our Lord's birth as coinciding with the close of a period of 400 
years, and corresponding to the year of the world 4004. The 
supposed student would probably be struck with the similarity 
thus becoming apparent between this amount of years (430) and 
that of the period preceding the Exodus, and the fulfilment of 
the promise of deliverance * after 400 years,' made known to Abram 
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in the Vision; and he would compare together the prediction and 
the present fact with the words spoken by Moses, the predicted 
saviour, bom 400 years after the Vision,^ who wrought the 
deliverance of the people from bondage * by signs and wonders in 
the Red Sea, and in Egypt, and in the wilderness 40 years,' and who 
foretold that God would raise up to them * a prophet like to him- 
self.' He might observe also that it was exactly at the end of such 
a period (430) — which the Passover was then instituted to keep 
for ever in remembrance — ^that He who claimed to be the promised 
Messiah was acknowledged at His Baptism by a voice from heaven, 
as the Beloved Son of God ; and so, coming up out of the water, 
and anointed by the Spirit, had triumphed over ' that old serpent,' 
who, having the power of death, had held all men, 'through fear of 
death, all their lifetime subject to bondage,' the great adversary 
of God's people, mystically spoken of in the Psalms as * the dragon 
slain in the sea.' He would observe also that the only occasion on 
which Jesus presented Himself publicly to the people, during the 
30 years of His life (preceding His ministry), was at 12 years of 
age in the Temple, and 18 years later at His Baptism, after which 
He encountered the ancient foe of God's people, * the Leviathan of 
Egypt;' and these circumstances would also correspond very 
exactly with those marked in the history of their king Josiah, in 
the 12th year of his reign coming to the Temple, and 18 years 
afterwards, in the 31st year of his reign (12 + 18), encountering 
the Pharaoh of his time coming up to destroy the Temple. 

He would observe, too, that the 4 years added to 430, making 
the age of Jesus at His Crucifixion 34 years, are in precise accord- 
ance with the expression of Daniel, that the Messiah should be 
*cut off.' He having at that time scarcely attained to one-half 
the amount of years commonly considered as the average of human 
life — ^three score and ten.^ 

And as the years of Josiah's reign would thus appear to corre- 
spond to the 30th year of our Lord's life, up to His triumph over 
Satan, so the first 30 of David's life (lasting 70 years) would be 
seen to correspond with the same number of years in the life of the 
Messiah — ^the triumph of David over his enemies, and his acknow- 
ledgment as king in Hebron at thirty years of age, marking the 
first beginning of his 40 years' reign over Hebron and Jerusalem, 

' See page 10. ^ p^ ^c. 10. 
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when the kingdom oame to Solomon, the prince of peace and 
builder of the Temple. So at the conclusion of a like period, 
according to Daniel's prophecy, *the kingdom was given to the 
saints,' and the Christian Church arose upon the ruins of the 
Temple, 40 years after our Lord's manifestation as King, in His 
Baptism. 

Thus, at least, we as Christians are enabled to imderstand the 
types contained in the histories of David and Solomon. But though 
to the contemporary Hebrew student these things might be only 
seen * as through a glass darkly,' thus much, however (continuing 
his investigation of the 70 weeks), would be evident, that after con- 
templating the * three score and two weeks ' as ending in the 
Crucifixion, he would find two more periods remaining to be 
inquired into, namely, 'seven weeks* and 'one week.' And, as in 
the explanation given to Daniel, the * seven weeks,' or 49 years, 
stand first, and appear to be separated from the rest, and con- 
nected with the rebuilding of the * street and wall,' the one week 
would find its place between the ' seven and the sixty-two * instead 
of after the sixty-two, as in our former calculation. 

In this case the connexion between the prophetic 490 and the 
history of subsequent years would be as follows : — 



EVENTS. 


Dates. 
A.M. 




Before 
Oruci- 
fixion. 


Year of 
Period. 


Weeks. 


Years. 


Belease from Captivity . . 

Add . • 


3548 
49 


• • 

49 

• • 

407 

12 X 

• . 
18 

• ■ 

. « 


490 
- 49 


• • 

49 

. * 
456 

. . 
468 

. . 
486 

• • 

400 

• • 


7 

• • 

1 

. . 
62 

• • 


• • 

/49 


Bebuilding of the street and wall 

Add . . . . 


3597 
407 


441 
-407 


1 • . 

( 7 


The Nativity 

Add • . . . 


4004 
12 


34 
- 12 


400 


Coming to the Temple . . 

Add 


4016 
18 


22 

- 18 


. * 
30 


Baptism and contest with Satan 

Add 


4034 
4 


4 
— 4 


4 


Crucifixion 


403r8 


• • 


70 


490 



It is apparent, as the reader may have remarked in examining 
the preceding table, that the above supposition of the view which 
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might be taken by a contemporary Hebrew student of Daniel's 
prophecy, as applied to the circumstances of the time of its fulfil- 
ment, would lead to the placing of the periods specified in the 
prophecy in a diflferent order to that which appears at first to be 
indicated in the explanation given by the angel ; and we have 
formerly supposed the one week to follow the three score and two 
weeks ; but on the supposition here suggested, those seven years 
are taken as preceding the * three score and two/ 

The first section of the period 490 — 'seven weeks'— or 49 
years, being added alike on both suppositions to the preceding 
date of ye^rs to the Captivity (3548), making the total 3597, 
leaves 441 years of the period 490, still to be accounted for; 
fi-om which we must take one week, i,e, seven years, and 400 out 
of the 420 belonging to the three score weeks, in order to show 
the date of the Nativity taking place in the year (3597 + 407) 
4004. 

According to "this supposition we take the seven years last 
explained in the prophecy, and 400, leaving 20 years of the three 
score weeks to be added to two weeks, or 14 years, equalling 34, 
our Lord's age at the Crucifixion ; but, according to the first 
supposition, the week required at the beginning of the calculation, 
in addition to the 400, to arrive at the date of the Nativity, is 
taken from the three-score-and-two period, leaving 27 to be added 
to the one concluding week, making 34, ending in the Crucifixion. 
We perceive here, that the date of this event is the same on either 
supposition. The only difference made is, that in one case the 
year of the coming to the Temple is marked^ as coinciding with 
the end of the ' three score ' weeks ; in the other there is nothing 
to mark that event. But the Birth of our Lord is marked by the 
end of 400 years. His Manifestation in His Baptism by the end of 
the 30, and the close of His Ministry by the 4. 

Although it may seem immaterial which of these suppositions 
wo adopt, yet, as sometimes happens to the inquirer into the 
secrets of nature, to whom a slight stroke of the hammer reveals 
a valuable fossil, or it may be a specimen of some precious ore, 
the last of these two suppositions opens, as it were by chance, a 
new view of the subject we are investigating, and exhibits to us 
coincidences of figures, which cannot be considered the result of 
chance, connecting the times of the Gospel and the years of our 
Lord's life, and the closing events of the Jewish dispensation, 
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with the life and times of Josiah and Solomon, of David and of 
Joseph, as well as with the preceding Mosaic period, of which we 
have already spoken in the former part of this chapter. 

In order to show the figures connecting these typical histories 
with each other, and with the history of the last times of the 
Gospel, in which they all foimd their fulfilment, so as to he seen 
at one glance, a table of the years from Abraham's birth to the 
fall of Jerusalem has been drawn up (see page 53), in which the 
figures belonging to the typical periods are placed in a column 
distinct from the rest. 

In the same table notice is taken of six times in Sacred History 
where we observe remarkable events, distinguishing the commence- 
ment and the close of six periods of ' 560 ' years, which appear to 
have, in each case, a typical relation to one another. 

With some observations on the circumstances relating to the 
history of the before-named typical persons we shall conclude the 
present chapter, reserving to a subsequent chapter some remarks 
on the proportions of numbers in Sacred History relatively to each 
other, which give to the particular number, *560,* an apparently 
typical character. 

* It is generally allowed,' as is remarked by the Bishop of Lin- 
coln, * that the Patriarchs are Types of Christ ; that Abraham is 
a type of Him in his faith and obedience ; Isaac, in his meek sub- 
mission, in His sacrifice and resurrection, and in the reflexion of 
his father's life in his life ; that Jacob is a type of Christ in his 
sufferings, and in " being perfected through suffering," and in his 
fatherhood of the 12 Patriarchs, the types of the 12 Apostles, the 
spiritual heads of the true Israel of God, the Christian Church. 
And Joseph was a type of Christ, in being envied, rejected, and 
sold by his brethren. In his imprisonment and exaltation he was 
a type of Christ in His Death, Burial, Resurrection, and glorious 
Ascension to God's right hand in Heaven; and in feeding the 
multitudes he prefigiwed Jesus, Who is always supplying the 
Bread of Life to a weary and fainting world.' Also, * Ephraim 
Syrus opens his commentary on the history of Joseph with a 
prayer to God to read aright and profit by the history of this holy 
young man, who prefigured Jesus Christ in both His advents — 
in humility and in glory.' 

To those who are acquainted with the Bishop of Lincoln's 
works it is unnecessary to speak of the interesting way in which 
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he has enlarged upon the numerous points of resemblance between 
Joseph and our Lord presented to us in Holy Scripture. They 
are thus briefly summed up by him in a note on Gen. xli. 57/ 
p. 164: — *The history of Joseph might have been written in 
Genesis, as it is written by the Jewish historian Josephus, who 
had Genesis before him, and yet has omitted many of the most 
striking resemblances between Joseph and Jesus. . . . But in 
the history of Joseph, as it is presented to us in the Book of 
Grenesis, we observe such a choice of incidents, and even such a 
choice of words, as cannot fail to remind us at every step of the 
history of Jesus Christ as narrated by the Holy Spirit in the 
Gospels. The history of Joseph is a typical gospel This eJBTect 
could not have been produced by mere human agency. It is the 
work of the Holy Ghost. His Divine hand has sketched the 
history of Joseph, in the Book of Genesis, so as to be a figurative 
outline of that Divine Portrait which He has presented to us in 
the Life of Christ in the Evangelic History.' 

This being the case we are not surprised to find, in the very 
figures that mark the principal events in the life of Joseph and 
other typical persons, a striking correspondence with those figures 
marking epochs in the life of our Lord. 

It often happens, and may probably have been so designed, 
that our attention is arrested by remarkable dates or arrange- 
ments of periods in Scripture History; as is the case, for example, 
in the epochs marking the periods of Josiah's reign. The Great 
Passover which concluded the work of the cleansing of the 
Temple, begun in the twelfth year of his reign, was celebrated 
6 years afterwards, in the year 3444; and dying of his wounds 
in the contest with Pharaoh Necho after another period of 12 
years had elapsed, the whole amount of the years of his reign 

may be represented as follows : — 12 -f 1 + 5 -f 13. 

12| ^ 

1 12 

Figures that read upwards and downwards the same, each figure 
marking an epoch in his life; and the 12 and 6 combined 
together (reading the figures either way) produce the same 

* See Holy Bible with Notes, by the Bishop of Lincoln, Gen. xxxvii. and 
following chapters. 
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amounty 18, representing the eighteenth year of his reign as the 
epoch of the Passover. This circumstance may appear of trifling 
import, but in making chronological calculations of periods in 
Scripture, the instances of this pecuUar arrangement are bo many 
that they cannot well be passed over unnoticed. > It appears 
appropriate to a subject the consideration of which is continually 
leading us onward to Christ, or backward to the history of persona 
and events typical of His Advent. 

This is an instance in point, when considering the circum- 
stance above alluded to, of the way in which our attention is 
attracted to certain combinations of figures. 

Other instances of the kind might be adduced, but here we are 
chiefly concerned with such as belong to the history of Josiah. 
The year following his death, 3456, we find (like the year of the 
Passover) marking a point in history from which other important 
dates have to be calculated ; in the same way that the date of 
Arphaxad's birth, remarkable in a similar manner as a sequence 
of numbers, 2345 before the Nativity, is important, reminding us 
of the connexion between the birth of the first man in the world 
new created after the Flood (in respect of Adam the second man), 
Arphaxad, who may in some sort be considered as prefiguring our 
Lord ; designated in Scripture as * the Second Man, the Lord from 
Heaven.' 

But to return. . The epochs of Josiah's reign of 31 years are 
12 (the year of his beginning the work of cleansing the Temple), 
and that of his death 18 years later (18-4- 12 = 30), wounded at 
Megiddo in his conflict with Pharaoh Necho, corresponding to the 
30 of our Lord's life, who at 12 years old made His appearance 
in the Temple, and 18 years afterwards encountered Satan in the 
wilderness, in His thirty-first year. 

Our Lord being * born King,' the years of His life may fitly be 
compared to those of Josiah's reign, making the date of the 
Nativity correspond with that of Josiah's a^ession, who, coming to 
the throne after a long period in which idolatry and crime 
abounded, may well be considered as representing in a figure our 
Lord's Birth into this world of sin, and His Mission to redeem it 
from the corruption into which it had fallen. * Bom King of the 
Jews,' and as such acknowledged in His Baptism ; condemned as 

* See Table, p. 46. 
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claiming so to be when brought before Pilate, and so manifested ; 
ascending into Heaven when He had been * declared the Son of 
God with power, by His resiirrection from the dead,' His whole 
life was in fact a reign. But in addition to these two epochs in 
the life of Josiah, the year of the conclusion of his work in cleans- 
ing the Temple is marked by the celebration of the Great Pass- 
over, of which it is said in the Books of Kings and of Chronicles 
that * none such had been holden all the days of the kings of 
Israel, nor of the kings of Judah, but in the eighteenth year of 
King Josiah, wherein this Passover was holden to the Lord in Jeru- 
salem 'y and though that of Hezekiah also is spoken of as the 
greatest that had been held since the time of Solomon, we are here 
informed that Josiah's Passover was greater still. It was so * in 
its exact conformity to the requirements of the Mosaic Law,' and 
it was so also in respect of its more distinct typical character, and 
in the circumstances of its celebration. We read in 2 Chron. xxxv. 
that Josiah himself provided, and * gave to the people of the flock 
lambs and kids, all for the Passover offerings, for all that were 
present.' In which he prefigured Jesus, whose Name he bore, and 
whose Sacrifice he then represented, both in the offering and in 
the previous purification and preparation of priests and people, in 
order to their due participation therein ; and in his bringing to 
light the Book of the Law, and causing the people to be instructed 
in it.* 

* After this ' we read, that ambassadors from Pharaoh Necho 
came to him, * saying, What have I to do with thee, thou King of 
Judah 1 I come not against thee this day, but against the house 
wherewith I have war : for God commanded me to make haste : 
forbear thee meddling with God, who is with me, that he destroy 
thee not. Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, 
but disguised himself, that he might fight with him, and hearkened 
not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of God, and came to 
fight in the valley of Megiddo.' In this, as in a figure, we see our 
Blessed Lord coming forth to the combat against His own and His 
people's great enemy, not ignorant of the immediate issue of the 
conflict, the predicted * bruising of His heel,' but as having power 
to lay down His life and to take it again. 

We remark also that Josiah does not die upon the field of battle, 

* An octave of 70 = 560 + 3444 - 4004. 8ee p. 44. 

D 
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but as a conqueror, though wounded, riding up to Jerusalem ^ in 
the * second chariot that he had ; ' reminding us in this of the 
triumph of Joseph (at 30 years of age) riding in the second chariot 
of Pharaoh, when they cried before him, *Bow the knee !' in accord- 
ance with the royal command, 'Only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou : ' as it is also written in the Book of Psalms of Christ, 
* Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Sion ;* to Him *all 
power is given m heaven and in earth.' 

36 years elapsed between the Crucifixion, a.d. 34, and the Fall 
of Jerusalem, in a.d. 70 (a.m. 4074) ; and of these 70 years 
we appear to have a figure in the history of David, from 
his birth to his death at 70 years of age. David was bom 
in 2974 a.m.^ a date combining 40 years of the wilderness 
journey, added to 366 years of the Judges — i,e. in the year 406 
from the Exodus ; and he was crowned king in Hebron at 30 
years of age, in 3004 a.m. : the former period reminding us of the 
date of our Lord's birth in the year of the prophetic period — * 70 
weeks' — 406 after the rebuilding of the street and wall, in the year 
of the period *49,' a.m. 3597 (see Table, p. 50). The latter period 
(3004) reminds us of the date of our Lord's nativity (1000 years 
later), when He was sought by the Magi as ' bom King of the 
Join's.' The two dates following next in order in David's history 
are those by which his 40 years' reign is subdivided into 7 + 33. 
The event that marks this break in his reign is his CormuUion 
in Hebron. This * week of years,' between the preceding 30 and 
following 33, if * divided in the midst' (according to the word of 
Daniel's prophecy), having one-half added to 30, marks our Lord's 
ago at His Crucifixion, after which He ascended into Heaven, 
taking possession of His Kingdom in the 'Jerusalem above;' the 
otiior — i,e, tiio last half of the week added to the 33 foUomng— 
gives the same amoimt of years as in Gospel times, followed after 
the Crucifixion to the destruction of the City, when the Christian 
Church, founded on the day of Pentecost, arose out of the ruins 
of the Temple — just as foiu* years after the death of David the 
litond Jorusidem came under the sway of Solomon, the figure of 
the Prince of Peace and founder of the Temple {see Typical 
Table, p. 45). 

David in his exaltation as king in Hebron triumphing over his 

* Zech. xii. 11, and note, Hoijf Bible with Xoies^ bj the Bp. of lincoln. 
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enemies, and becoming head of the faithful there, was herein a type 
of our Lord at the close of the first 30 years of His life; just as in 
his 30 years' reigriy at the end of which he encountered the foe of his 
people, Josiah was a figure of our Lord in the 30 years of His life. 
As our Lord suffered four years after His victory over Satan in 
the 34th year of His age — not ceasing to be King, as was 
seen by His triumphant Ascension into Heaven — so we find the 
fourth year of the seven during which David reigned continuously 
over Hebron, when he was 34 years old, unmarked by any inter- 
ruption; although, in order to show the correspondence between 
the type and the antitype, the 34th year of David's age is here 
noticed as occurring in the middle of the first seven years of his 
reign over Hebron. 

The division of the * one week,' mentioned by Daniel in his 
prophecy of *70 weeks,' suggests the division of this *week of 
years,' bringing into view the 34th year of the age of David, 
although, in fact, no such division really occurs in the history of 
David, though it has been marked in the table for the reason above 
stated. The 30th year of David's age when he began to reign, and 
the following 40, making up the 70 of his life, stand before us as a 
figure of the 70 years a.d., ending in the Fall of Jerusalem, 30 
before and 40 after the manifestation of Christ in His Bap- 
tism (3 4- 33 -f- 4 = 40 in the typical history), when the kingdom 
passed from David under the peaceful sway of Solomon. We 
observe the number of years from the entrance into Canaan 
to the foundation of the Temple to be of the same amount as 
the years between the rebuilding of the wall after the Captivity, 
and the Crucifixion, when the comer-stone of our salvation was 
laid — 440 years. Thus we see that the coronation of David in 
Hebron, the triumph of Moses after the 430 years, the advance- 
ment of Joseph in Egypt, and Josiah's bold encounter with the 
foe of God and his peo]f>le, all correspond in figures as well as 
in fact with the great epoch in our Blessed Lord's life when 
acknowledged as our Prophet, Priest, and King, in His Baptism ; 
like David, he brought down the power of the enemy, going forth 
to meet him * in the Name of the living God.' 

The following observations on this subject, from the Bishop of 
Lincoln's Notes, are most important and interesting : — 

* Surely,'^ he says, *if we find that the lineaments of the virtues 
* 8ee Holy Bible with Notes, Gen. xli. note (last). 
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which shone in the Patriarchs, who lived many hundred years 
before Christ, are blended and magnified with exceeding lustre in 
Christ ; that in Him all that is great and glorious in the Saints 
of the Old Testament is ripened, amplified, and consummated in 
perfect beauty and majesty j that in Him all the clouds and mists 
of their human infirmities vanish before the exceeding brightness 
of His glory ; and that He gathers up and concentrates in a bril- 
liant focus all the beams of the bright examples that have ever 
shone upon the world in succeeding generations, we recognise here 
an evidence of a well-ordered Divine scheme and plan, preparatory 
for His coming : and we see the vast importance of His mission, 
and we perceive the duty of attending carefully to what He, to 
Whom every age bears testimony, came into the world to do, to 
suffer, and to teach ; and we see in Him, and in Him alone, " the 
Desire of all nations;" and we firmly believe and confess that 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is indeed " He that should come ;" 
and we do not " look for another." * 



CHAPTER VII. 



ON THE SYMBOLISM OP NUMBERS. 



In his Notes on the Greek Testament the Bishop of Lincoln has 
the following observation : * The symbolical meaning of numbers 
in Holy Scripture deserves more study and attention than it has 
received in recent times.' * God doeth all things in number^ and 
measure^ and weight^ (Wisdom, xi. 20). From an induction of 
particulars it would appear that 3 is an arithmetical symbol of 
what is Divine, 4 of what is created ; 3 + 4 == 7 is the union of the 
two ; hence, signifying rest, a Sabbath. 3x4=12 is the blend- 
ing and indwelling of what is Divine with what is created : e. g, in 
Israel, the people of God ; and in the Heavenly Jerusalem (Rev. 
xxi. 14). The number 12 (3 x 4) in Scripture seems to be signifi- 
cant of perfection and universality, and the twelve Apostles were 
regarded by the Ancient Church as typified by 12 sons of Israel, 
perhaps by the 12 stones of the Urim and Thummim on the 
breast-plate of the High Priest, the type of Christ. They seem 
also to be represented by the 12 stars in the crown of the woman 
in the Wilderness, the Church on earth, as well as in the 12 foun- 
dations of the Church glorified {see Rev. xii. xxi.). We have in 
the same work some striking and interesting reflections on * the 
Times and Numbers recited in Holy Scripture,' serving * as land- 
marks of Sacred History, which seem to be regulated by certain 
laws j' and in the chronological synopsis and table of events 
related in the Acts of the Apostles, after several instances given of 
the use of the niunbers 7, 14, 33, and 40, &c., the author con- 
cludes with this observation : * Such analogies as these will appear 
more or less worthy of notice to the reader, accordingly as he is 
disposed to attach more or less importance to a subject which has 
hitherto received little consideration in modem times, viz. the 
significance of periods of time in Sacred History. In the present 
state uf our knowledge in this respect it would be rash to build 
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anything upon them as a foundation; but the observation of 
them, if otherwise deducible by reasoning, may be confirmatory of 
the result to which that reasoning leads; and may, perhaps, 
induce others to pursue the inquiry further, which, while it 
demands patience of investigation, and soberness of deliberation, 
and diffidence in stating its results, has so much to commend it to 
the thoughtful student of Scripture, in the records of Inspiration, 
and in the testimony of Christian Antiquity, that it wOl not be 
lightly set aside by any who desire to understand the whole counsel 
of God,' 

Every symbol must have some truth, physical or historical, as 
its basis; but it is not the whole of the natural fact that is 
applicable to the symbolic use. Like the stones and the timber in 
Solomon's Temple, some part having been first wholly rejected as 
refuse, what remains requires to be squared and fitted, to make it 
serviceable for the religious use of the Sanctuary, so as to become 
a meet receptacle for the things Divine. This general truth 
seems to apply to numbers, when used symbolically ; the figures 
1, 3, 4 ; 6, 7, 8, have symbolical uses. 1 represents Unity; 
3 the ever-adorable Trinity; 4, the four quarters of the world, 
or the whole universe; 7 (the union of 4 and 3) repre- 
sents things Divine and natural harmonised together, and so, 
a covenant established between God and man ; and while 6, on 
the one hand, represents & falling short of this number, and, there- 
fore, indicates reprobation and misery, 8, on the other, is con- 
sidered the completion and perfection of 7, as the eighth note 
in music added to seven completes the octave. 

The number 5 appears to have no symbolic power except in 
combination with other numbers; that is, doubled or added to 
seven. It is a number of imperfection, half of ten, the number of 
fingers belonging to one hand only ; and of the senses given us in 
common with the animal creation, wanting the two more precious 
gifts of reason and moral sense, which distinguish us above them. 
As the Divinity condescending to enter into covenant with His 
creatures, and so, as it were, embracing the four comers of the 
earth, is symbolized by 4 + 3 = 7, so 7-f5s=12 appears to sym- 
bolize the union of the people as yet not included in the covenant 
with those already admitted into it ; and who, according to God's 
merciful purpose, are to be thus imited together through the 
ministry of the twelve. 
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Twelve multiplied into twelve thousands (144,000) is used to 
describe the perfect number of the Blessed who, at the consum- 
mation of all things, will be * sealed.' By this, perhaps, we are 
intended to understand that the true servants of God, imder the 
Mosaic and Apostolic dispensations, will be finally fused, as it 
were, and blended into One body in Christ. We are told in the 
Apocalypse that the Heavenly City * lieth four square,' whereas in 
the prophetic image set before us in the disposition of the tribes 
around the Tabernacle, we have two squares ; and in the folded 
linen of Aaron's breast-plate, also a longitudinal figure, formed of 
two squares, one concealing the other. Following out this idea, 
the number twelve may be taken first as representing the Church 
of the Patriarchal, and, secondly, that of the Gospel times. 

If we divide the years of the world, 4000, by 6, we find it to 
consist of six periods of 666 and 4 over, or times of labour without 
rest, weeks without a Sabbath. But our Father in Heaven teach- 
ing us, as it were, in the very * numbering of our days, to apply 
our hearts unto wisdom,' has not only pointed out the first 
division of time into six, and twice six in the alternations of dark- 
ness and light, making twice 12 hours in each day; but, adding 
the seventh day of rest, has taught us to divide our time by seven. 
The period one week seems to be intended as the germ or 
pattern in miniature, of further, more extensive, and more im- 
portant times or periods in the life of man, and in the history of 
man from the Creation to the end of the world. Adding 8, the 
figure of blessing in Christ, to 666 x 6, we have the date of the 
Nativity (3996 -f- 8), we find the whole to be divisible mto 572 
periods of seven each, or * weeks (having Sabbaths) of years ;' and 
six, the figiu*e of labour and sorrow, disappears. 

The number 7 may be considered as 6 -f 1, or as 4 + 3 ; so 
divided, the fourth day stands as a connecting link between 3 on 
either side of it {see below) ; and the fourth day, on which the 
heavenly bodies were made * to be for signs and for seasons, and 
for days and for years,' appears as the centre of the 7. As the 
sun is centre in the natural, so Christ, the Sun of Kighteous- 
ness, the Light of the World, is centre of all things both in 
heaven and earth ; and 4, the symbol of the universe, becomes a 
symbol also of Emmanuel. 

The numbers 4 and 3 making 7, and multiples of these 
numbers, seem to have a mystical meaning in Scripture, as do also 
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7 added to 5, making 12; and multiples of these numbers marking 
epochs in Scripture, and serving us as a key for deciphering the 
mysteries of Scripture arithmetic. But, beyond aU the rest, our 
attention seems to be drawn to the number 7, not only as oc- 
curring so constantly in the Divine Law, but as standing for ever 
fixed in the canopy of heaven, the gracious token of God's forbear- 
ance towards His sinful creatures, the seal of peace between the 
creature and the Creator. 

In music, painting, and poetry, soothing and elevating our 
minds by their powerful influence, this number is found as the 
key and outward exponent of all alike. 

An instance of the similarity of symbolism in music and colour 
with that of number may here be given. The skilled musician 
knows that of the 12 various sounds with which he has to do, 
only 7 are selected to form the scale, or progression of notes used 
together ; the other 6 lying dormant as it were. These 7 notes 
are a combination of 3 and 4, and the fourth is sometimes taken 
as the centre note, to which 3 on each side of it lead up and down, 
thus, 1 2 3-4-3 2 1, meeting on the middle note. These notes, 
combined in one series of 7, the combination of 4 aud 3, stand in a 
certain regular order with relation to the rest of the series. The 
order of the scale-notes is represented below by figures 1 to 8, and 
the dormant sounds are expressed by intervening dots, as follows : 
1.2.34.5.6.7. * 

Seven chosen and soimded notes, added to five dormant sounds, 
equal 12 ; the following eighth note, which completes the scale, is 
but a repetition of the first at a higher pitch. * 

The colours in the double rainbow consist of a divided pair of 
stripes of each colour, with a double red in the middle, and one 
violet at each end, making a double set of colours, as seen in the 
first and second bow, following the same precise order as the 
musical scale-notes, with the key-note in the centre, the central 
colour being red. 

Numbering the colours up and down towards the centre, and 
giving a separate nimiber to each, according to its place in the 
series, dotting those which correspond to dormant soimds, we find 
5 on each side of the central red, V 1 2. 3 4. 5-6-5. 4 3. 2 1 V. 

' It will be observed that there is a dormant sound between each of the 
notes and thai which follows it, except between 8 and 4. 
' There is no dormant sound between 7 and 8. 



i 
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The musician is at liberty to take any one of the 12 different 
musical soimds as the first in the scale or series of 8 notes, 
provided he is careful to preserve the same order of selection. 
There are, therefore, 12 varieties of musical scales, connected 
harmoniously together; and these again subdivide into 7 sharp 
and 5 flat scales ; and, when all have been gone through in due 
order, we find all the rejected dormant sounds to have become 
select, and vice versd, each of the hitherto 5 doimant sounds having 
one by one replaced and superseded one other sound in the pre- 
vious scale with which it is connected, according to its relative 
position in regard to the new commencing or ^ey-note. As the 
thirteenth soimd in each series of 12, as well as the eighth note in 
the scale of 7, is but a repetition of the first, in like manner the 
thirteenth scale is a repetition of the first, with only this differ- 
ence, that as each successive scale is raised one degree above that 
which precedes it, when we arrive at the last, we find that every 
note in the thirteenth having been gradually raised in its turn, 
the whole series of notes stands at a higher pitch. The 12 scales 
comprehending thrice 12 semi-tones (or equal chromatic intervals 
with a thirteenth finally added) correspond to the Scripture 
division of the period of time from Adam to Christ into 12 in 
hundreds, 12 in tens, and 12 in units; with an addition of 4 
notes, a half-octave, selected from one-half of a series of 14 sounds, 
i, e, 7, bringing to the commencing or key-note of the 13th scale. 
These 4 sounds correspond with the years left over in the division 
of 4000 by 12, which have to be added to the periods of thrice 
12 = 3996 to make up the amount. For as in music the half- 
octave requires 4 more notes, so 8 more years are necessarily 
added to complete the full period of time, 4004. 

The colours corresponding to the dormant sounds have here 
each a number with a dot, instead of merely a dot, making a part 
of a series of twice 6 sounds, instead of twice 4 notes. The colours 
not distinguished by a dot correspond to the selected notes forming 
the musical scale, and these colours will be found to be a com- 
bination of 4 and 3, forming a selection of seven of the prismatic 
coloured stripes, 3 taken from the primary, and 3 from the 
reflected bow, converging on each side to the central red (which 
answers in music to the ^^-note) the names of the selected colours, 
t. e. those not dotted in the first series of Violet and six follovmig 
colours, being as follows : — ^V. Indigo, Green, Orange, advancing to 
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Red, and Y. Indigo, Blue, Yellow, coming down to Bed, or — 
combined as in the order of the nrasical scale, — Indigo, Green, 
Orange, Red — ^Yellow, Blae, Indigo. ' 

As in mnsic one note is required in addition to the seven of the 
scale, in order to make it perfect ; so we find traces in the Jewish 
ritual of an 8th day, or odawf, added to the 7 of a feast, as also in 
the Christian Chorch we are wont to observe the octave of a holy 
day. So, too, the Church uniYersal, with one consent, has shown 
forth her belief and expectation of the everlasting joy promised us 
in Clirist by transferring the highest acts of our worship from the 
7th to the 8th day. 

We are all familiar with the poetical use of the term days 
for years, expressive of our sense of the brevity of human life. In 
the eyes of the Omniscient we know that 'one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day.' We all know, too, that 
the heavenly bodies were given to be measures of our time here on 
earth ; and counting by weeks, 4 in each month (13 months), we 
have 364 days, making a lunar year. But it has been customary, 
omitting the four last days, to caU 360 days a year or * time,' and 
to divide that number of days into 12 months, containing 30 days 
each. The Scripture expression * time,' times, and a half, is equi- 
valent to 3^ such years. 

The measure of time by sevens may be extended so as to 
become applicable to periods of various duration, supposing their 
constituent parts to he in the same proportion to each other. Before 
the Sabbath was instituted the week was of 6 days ; another day 
added, (i. e. one more period of 24 hours) each day, which was 
before one-sixth of the whole, became one-seventh of the week of 
seven days : so if again another day were added, making the total 
eight, each day would become one-eighth of the whole. But 
suppose that instead of single days we are reckoning years, in 
periods of six, seven, or eight (or multiples of these nimibers) — 
suppose, for example, seventh/ to be our integer, multiplied by 6 
(6 X 70), as a week without a Sabbath, will equal 420 years, 
and a seventh period of 70 being added the amoimt will be 490 ; 

* The rejected colours in the primary bow are accepted colours in the 
second or reflected bow. In all these together there are, therefore, 7 ac- 
cepted and 6 rejected, making 12, the pair of Violet dirided at each end 
(making up tlie number 14) being used as connecting links in the progres- 
sion of musical scales, which are called leading notes. 
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and another or eighth 70, will make it a period of eights^ and give 
the total 560; The proportion of these numbers to each other is 
the same as in the days of the week. 

The numbers 42, 49, 56, are all in the same proportion (taking 
in the octave), as are also 420, 490, 560; we may call 490 a full 
Sabbatical period, and 560 an * octave' of seventies. 

It is in accordance with this principle that we find the 70 years* 
captivity spoken of as a Sabbatical period, * when the land should 
rest ;' implying a preceding period of six seventies or 420 years 
(counted apparently from the tenth year after the Founding of the 
Temple to the commencement of the Captivity), during which period, 
through the sins of the people, the Sabbath-days had been profaned. 

No attentive reader of Scripture can fail to have observed that 
the whole of the Jewish ritual is based on a calculation of sevens, 
or * weeks.' The period between the Captivity and the Crucifixion 
is one instance of this method of calculation ; and the period 4004 
years, from Adam to the Nativity, we find to be divisible by 7, 
without remainder, into 572 weeks, and so to contain 11 periods 
of 364 years lunar, or 11 times of 360 years, with 44 over. 

But these years, 4004, are, we must remember, but a part of 
the whole amount (whatever it may be) which will bring to a final 
dissolution of the present order of things. The entire amount, we 
can have very little doubt, will exhibit a symmetry and order as 
to numbers and events, not perhaps till then to be made apparent. 
The information given us as to future years is scanty ; and a fear 
of irreverent dealing with a subject, which is often spoken of as 
intentionally concealed from us, may deter some from taking into 
consideration those few facts which, as having been revealed, we 
cannot but suppose were intended to be understood (in some 
measure at least) so far as human intelligence, enlightened by 
the progress of time and observation of the * signs of the times,* 
may enable ua more clearly to perceive the approach of the Second 
Advent. As I have said, instances of the septenary system of 
calculation are frequently found in the Hebrew Scriptures ; the 
added octave is not so conspicuous, tsut there are several instances 
sufficiently marked to be noticed. 

In addition to what has been said by the Bishop of Lincoln 
{see Luke, xxiv. 1) on the number 8, we may observe that there 
are several periods of 560 years — that is to say, of octaves of 
seventies (or, which is the same thing, weeks of periods of 80) dis- 
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tinctly marked in the Old Testament History. The first is the 
period from Abram's birth to the Exodus, including the entire 
lives of six Patriarchs, progenitors of Moses. The average age at 
the Exodus of each, including Moses, would therefore be 80 years. 
This fact suggests an interpretation of the words of Moses in the 
90th Psalm, who limits the age of man to 'four score ;' which was 
not true of the entire life of any one man of those seven Patri- 
archs, the yoimgest of whom died aged 110, and Isaac at 180. 

Another period of 560 years elapsed between the commence- 
ment of the Captivity and the Crucifixion, being a combination of 
7 seventies, or 70 weeks of years, and a preceding 70 of captivity 
in Babylon. Each of these periods concludes with an execution 
of judgments on the ungodly, and deliverance of the people 
of God. 

Two similar periods are connected with the history of Moses, 
dating respectively from the year of his birth, 2488, and the 40th 
year of his age, when he was rejected by those whom he came to 
deliver, saying, *Who made thee a ruler and a judge?' The 
former of these two periods ends in' the foundation of the Temple 
by Solomon, 3048 ; the other, 40 years later, in the warning of the 
prophet Shemaiah to Rehoboam ; and of the man of God, who 
came from Jiidah, rejected by Jeroboam, to whom it was delivered, 
as he stood by the altar of the idol in the 4th year of his reign. 
In both cases we perceive something of a typical connexion. In 
two other periods connected with the history of Josiah a similar 
typical connexion is even more strongly marked. From the cele- 
bration of the Passover, the conclusion of cleansing the city and 
the Temple in 3444, 560 added, ends in the year of the Nativity, 
when our Blessed Lord tabernacled with us and fulfilled the pro- 
phecy of Malachi : * The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come 
to his temple.' The strains of holy music heard in the services of 
the Temple, at that great festival when the king himself provided 
' all the Passover ofiferings for all the people,' faintly foreshadowed 
the burst of heavenly song announcing the glad tidings of the birth 
of the Messiah. The second period, commencing with the going 
forth of Josiah to meet the ancient foe of his people (in 3456 + 560), 
ends with the appearance of our Blessed Lord in the Temple, 
when * all that heard Him were astonished at His understanding 
and answers;' eighteen years before His Manifestation as the 
Messiah in His Baptism, a.d. 12, a.m. 4016. 
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Bbfesekces. 



GezL. zi. 26 . . 

0ea.zi.26,32;zii.4 
Acts, yii. 4 

Q^n. xii. 5 • • • • 



Gton. XT. 



Gen. zvi. 16* • 



QkexL. zzL 5 .. 



• • • • 



Gen. zziii. 1 



Gen. xziy. 4, 7 ... 



Gen. zzT. 25,26.. 



Gen. ZZT. 7, 8 . . 



Gen. zziz. 4 



Gen. zziz. 2^-35. 



Gen. zziz. 20, 28 
Gen. zzz. 4-21. 



Gen. zzz. 23, 25. 
C^en. zzzY. 16, 18, 
19,27. 



Qen.. zzzrii. 2, 28 
Gen. zli. 41, 46 . . 

Oen, zH. 53. ) 
Qea. zly. 6, 11. f 

Qen. zlrii. 8, 9 . . 



Gen. zly. 11.. 



Gen. zlvii. 28 



Events. 

Terah's eldest son's birth 

Birth of Abram, Terah aged 130 

Terah's death, aged 205, and Abram's arrival 
in Canaan 

Abram aged 80, 400 before Moses' birth, sup- 
posed year of the Vision ^ 

Birth of Ishmael 

„ Isaac, Abraham aged 100 

Isaac thirty years old ' 

Death of Sarah, Isaac aged 87 

Marriage of Isaac and Eebecca 

Birth of Jacob and Esau 

Death of Abraham, aged 175 

Jacob in Haran . . 

Service for Hachel and marriage with Leah . . 

Birth of four sons, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and 
Judah, by Leah 

Marriage with Rachel 

Children by Bilhah, Zilpah, and Leah, six sons, 
and Dinah 

Birth of Joseph, after 20 years* service to Laban, 
by Rachel; and Benjamin on the return 
journey to Canaan 

Joseph sold by his brethren 

Made Governor over Egypt. Death of Isaac, 
aged 180 ; the same year Joseph aged 30 . . 

End of seven years* plenty 

Jacob in Egypt, aged 130 

End of seven years' famine 

Death of Jacob, aged 147 ; Joseph 57 . . 
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' Comparing Gen. zii. 5 with Gen. zvi 16, and Acts, vii. 4-7, we find that the vision in which, 
apparently, the births of Isaac the * well-beloved son/ and of Moses the deliverer, * nder and judge * 
of God's people, are both foretold^ was vouchsafed to Abram between the 75th and 86th year of his age. 
Though Uic precise date of the vision is not given in the history, it seems, from the correspondence 
between this supposition and other facts subsequently related in Holy Scripture, that it occurred five 
years after Abram's coming to Canaan, and six years before the birth of Ishmael, when he was 80 years 
of age ; that is, in the year 2088 a.m. Twenty years after this date, Abram being then 100 years old, 
Isaac was bom, in 2108 : and 380 years later— that is, just ' 400 ' years after 2088, the period named in 
the vision bm api>ointed to pass away before the deliverance was wrought — Moses ww born- "^ 
Table, page 10 and page 7. ' See page 5. 



48 



HIBTORIOAL TABLE. 



RmwmmmuoaM, 



G«n. L. tt,96 



Ezod.U.8,10 



Exod. ii. U . . . . 
AcUfTii. 27. 

Exod.xii.40.42.. 

Deat. xxziii. 5 . . 
S- Aots,xiiL 17,18 

Dont. xxxii. 40 . . 
xxxiv. 5-7. 
Jadge8» iii. 7-9. •• 

Judges, iiL 11 . . 
JiidgM,iii.l2,H15 

Judges, iii. 30. 
Judges, ir. 2, 3, 4. 



Judges, y. 31 



Judges, vi 1 



Judges, riii 28 . . 



Judges, ix. 1, 22** 
Judges, X. 1,2 .. 



Judges, X. 3, 5 . . 



Judges, X. 7.. .. 
Judges, xii. 7. 



Judges, xii. 8-10 . . 



Judges, xii. 11, 12 
Judges, xii. 13, 14 



Death of Joseph, aged 110 

Yean to the birth of Moses. (End of ' 400 jn.') 

Moses aged 33* 

Moses as 'ruler and jadge' rejected by his 
brethren' .. 

Tear of the Exodus 

Moses first * jadge' in the wilderness. Dies 
aged 120 

Entrance into Canaan. Joshua and Caleb. Othniel 
bubdues Chushan-rishatliaim 

Years of rest to the death of Othniel . • 

Eglon. Moabites snbdaed by Ehud . . 

Years of rest 

Oppression of Jabin, king of Canaan. Deborah 
judge 

Years of rest 

Oppression by Midianites 

Midian subdued by Gideon. Years of rest 
Abimelech's reign . • , . 

Death of Tola, judge 

The probable date of Kli's birth ' 
Death of Jair, judge 22 years * 

Oppression by the Philistines and Ammonites. 
Jephthah judge 

Ammonites subdued. Death of Jephthah 
Death of Ibzan, judge 

„ Elon, judge • 

„ AbdoD, judges .. 
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* Here apparently begins the reckoning of St. Paul. (Acts, xiii. 17. See page 20.) ^ See Chap. it. 
3 The 22 years of Jair's judfreship are nere divided to show the probable date of Eli's birth, who 

died aged 98 years, according to the calculation made in this Table, in 2996. {See below.) 

* Jair, who died in 2909, was succeeded by Jephthah, whose pleading with the children of Aiimon , 
at the oommencomont of his iudgeship (Judges, xi. 12-26) corroborates the correctness of the date of 
the Exodus given in this Table, and of the entrance into Canaan, 2606 ; to which if we add 300, we have 
the date 2908. 

* After the death of Abdon, succeeded by Samson, the people were delivered into the hands of the 
Philistines 40 years, ending in 2998. We find the year of Saul's anointing to have been 2971 by 
deducting 40 years, aooording to St. Paul's calculation, from the date of I^vid's coronation in Jem- 
•aiem, and the date of David's birth three years later, by deducting 37, his age at that time, from the 
•ame date. 
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Oppression bj I'll iliBtioBa, lasting iOyra. During 

SO years of Iliis period SumtiDi] judged Israpl. 

Of Samson's period, nz. to Saul's anointiog jeara 

To Saul's rejection and the birth of David 

Sanl'B reign oonlinuert. End of Samnnn'a 
jiiileeKhii) and of FhiliKtine nppresEiion 40 yi-s, 
(and Eli's period 'JO'?) D arid aged ai 

David crowned in Hebron, aged 30 ' . . 

Daiid king in Jerusalem, aged 37 

Death of David and Accession of SoIociod 

FoundatioD of the Tampla 

Temple Eniahed 

Solomon's oim house finished . . 

Death of Solomon 

Revolt of Ten Trihea onder Jeroboam. 
Rehoboam'B reign 17 jeara. Waminga to Reho- 
boam and Jeroboam 

Death of Rebnboam 

Abijam'a reign 

Jehoahaphat 

Jehoram 

Ahariali 

Joaah (Atbaliah) 

Death of Joash 
Amaziah .. 

Uzziah [or Azariah) 

Jotbam 

Hezekiab reigned SO jears 
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BxrsEKircBS. 



2 Kingt, XTiii. 10 
Kings, XTiii. 1, 2 



2 Kinga, xxL 1 

2 Kingn, xzi. 19, 26 

1 KinfTB. xzii. 1. 2 

2 Chron. xxxiv. 3 
John. U. 14-16. 
Mark, zi. 15, 16. 

Jor. XXT. 3 . . . . 

Esek. iv. 4-6. 

2 Kings, xxi 12. 13. 

2 Kings, xxiii. 22. 
2Chron.xxxT.21-27 

2 Kings, xxiii. 30, 
30-^ 

Jer. XXT. 1 ■• 
Esek. L 1-3. 

Esek. XTiL 12, 21 
2 Kings, xxiT. 1. 

2 Ohr. xxxtI. 5, 7. 
Jer. XXT. 1. 



Eymtb. 



Shalroaneser takes Samaria 



Death of Hezekiah 



ManasHeh 



Death of Araon. Josiah aged 8 years . . 
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Josiah cleaDsing the Temple 
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Jor. lii. 4 
2Cli.xxxTi.ll-20,22 

2 Kings, xxiT. 20. 



2 Kings, XXT. 27. . 

Ezra, i. 

Dan. ix. 24,27 •• 

Weeks. Years. 
49 



7 

60 

2 



] 



420 
14 

I H 



(Jeremiah began to prophesy in the 13th year 

of this reign, 
40 years before the Captivity) 

The great Passover, Josiah's 18th year. £n- 
coanter with Pharaoh-Necho, and death 

Jehoahaz reigns three months. Taken captive by 
Pharaoh-Necho 

Jehoiakim tribatary to Nebuchadnezzar in bis 
4th year, the first of Nebuchadnezzar 

Jehoiakim rebels after three years, in the 7th of 
his eleven years' reign . . . • 

Death of Jehoiakim. Jeconiah reigns 3 months 
and is carried captive to Babylon 

Zedekiah reigns and rebels 

Jerusalem besieged, taken, and burnt. Com- 
mencement of the seventy years' captivity . . 

Jeconiah's exaltation in Babylon 

Edict of Cyrus, end of 70 years 

* Seven Weeks ' * The street and wall shall be 
bmlt' 



'One Week' 

* Sixty and two Weeks 



70x7 = 400 
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Note. — A total of 7000 years contains 1000 * weeks of years.* These being divided 
into six periods of 1001 years, each having 143 weeks of years, 143 x 6, = 858 weeks 
in 6006 years, wanting only a seventh shorter period of 142 weeks, or 994 years, to make 
up (858 + 142) 1000 weeks (6006 + 994) and 7000 years. The amount of 1 week, or 
7 years (taken away from the seventh period), would have raised the total to 7007 years, 
weeks 1001. {See Matt. xxiv. 22.) 



CHAPTER VIII. 



THB OCTAVB OF BLESSING. 



It was a prevalent opinion among the Jews, adopted by some of 
the early Fathers, and by many in our own Church at the present 
time, that after a lapse of thrice 2000 years, answering to the 6 days 
of the week, another Sabbatical 1000 would be added. It is now 
keenly disputed by some, whether the Second Advent will mark 
the beginning or end of this 1000 years. But as Christianity has 
taught us to look upon 8 as the number of blessing, and since the 
last 7th of years 4038 {i, e. 577 years), are marked in the Jewish 
history, at the commencement by the rebellion of Jehoiakim in 
3461, and at the end by the Crucifixion — if in this respect as in 
others, persons and things, as St. Paul expresses it, were 'patterns 
of us,' it seems more likely, as well as more in accordance with the 
predictions concerning the last age of the world, uttered by our Lord 
Himself as well as by Daniel and St John — ^that that 7th period 
will be one, not of rest to any except those who are in their grave, 
but one of tribulation * such as never was since the world began ;* 
and that the coming of our Lord will mark the conclusion of that 
period and the commencement of the 8th period of blessing. 

It is remarkable that if we divide 7000 into periods of 8, the 
sum 875, which results from that division, contains in itself the 
following periods, which are ascertained by a multiplication of the 
hundreds (8), tens (7), units (5) (800, 70, 5), distinct from each 
other ; the 800 x 8 gives a period of 6000 years and 400 over, 
70 X 8 gives a period of 560 years, and 5x8 gives a period of 40. 
These periods added together will, of course, give us back the 
original number, 7000 ; and as the first multiplication produces a 
clear 6000, the remaining sums — 400, 560, 40 — will, of course, 
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make up the remaining 7th thousand. We should rather expect 
in a calculation of this kind to find some mark of division between 
the 6 and the 1 thousand, or Sabbatical portion of one great week, 
in which *a 1000 years are as one day.* If we add to 2008 the 
year of Abram's birth, 1996 to the Nativity, we find that another 
period of similar duration to the last will make up exactly 6000, 
leaving periods 400 + 560 + 40 = 1000. What is remarkable in 
this calculation is, that we appear to have a sketch of periods oi 
the same amount in the history from Abraham to David ; 560 is 
the period to the Exodus, 400 years bring to the year 2968, and the 
period of 40 years, concluding the calculation, is made up of 6 
years to the birth of David after the 400, 30 to his coronation in 
Hebron, and 4 to the 34th year of his age, when he had reigned 
only 4 years out of 40. This period is again met by another 
period, consisting of the same amount of years, ascending from the 
Crucifixion as follows : — 4 90 years, the period predicted by Daniel, 
added to the 70 years of captivity = 560 ; 400 preceding to the 
30th year after the foundation of the Temple ; "those 30 years and 
the other preceding 4 of Solomon's reign (before it was founded) 
equal 34 + the last 36 years of the reign of David over Hebron 
and Jerusalem = 70. But 40 only of these 70 are required to 
make the whole of the last period 1000 years ; and subtracting 
that number from these 70 we find a period of 30 years in David*s 
reign, connecting together the total 2000 years above described, 
the periods of which are exactly cUikey and stand in the same order 
— one reading downwards, the other upwards. Thus : — 

Years after 2006. 2008 

{660 To the Exodus 2568 
400-4 

^Q i To David's age, 34 . . . . 3008 

30 Connecting period .. .. 3038 



1000 



r 40 I To the 34th year of Solomon's reign 3078 
] 400 J To the Captivity .. .. .. 3478 

( 560 To the Crucifixion . . . . 4038 



4038 



CHAPTER IX. 



THE TIMES OF THE END. 



The determination of the question as to the amount of years from 
Adam to the Nativity would, of course, enable us, if we knew the 
appointed time of the world's duration, to calculate, by de- 
ducting 4004 and 1875 from that total, how many years from 
the present time would bring us to the end of all things. 

Archbishop Ussher, iu an early chapter of his Chronologia 
Sacray divides the whole of time into two portions, viz. .from the 
beginning to * the fulness of time ;* i, e. as he himself explains the 
term, to the year of the Nativity. The second portion is all 
remaining time, *to the end of the ages,' as he expresses it. 
Of this last term he does not explain the meaning, and as he 
did not live to complete his work, we can only conjecture that the 
unexplained periods of years named in the Book of Daniel and in 
the Apocalypse would form a principal part of the subject, and 
would be considered in connexion with facts of history subsequent 
to the Nativity up to his own time. We may also feel pretty 
sure, that as in the former, so in the latter portion of his work, he 
would carefully examine and criticise the works of other learned 
ilien who had preceded him in that field of study. And he could 
not have omitted to take notice of the opinion before alluded to, of 
the duration of the world for 6000 years with a seventh added. 
It was very natural, and is very consonant to our feelings, to 
contemplate and rejoice in a hope of a period of rest and renova- 
tion of all our powers, commencing with the dawn of the seventh 
day. But the fact of our Lord's Kesiurection, which has already 
taught us to pass over the seventh, and go on to the dawn of an 
eighth day as the true beginning of our promised period of joy, 
might rather teach us to look forward to the morning of the 
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eighth day than to that of the seventh, which was one of sorrow 
and gloom even to the disciples themselve8,T-niore sorrowful 
indeed, for the time, to them than to the ungodly nation who 
rejected their Saviour altogether, — and to believe, that excepting 
those only who have been called already to their rest in Jesus, 
sleeping with Him in the ' new tomb,* all will suffer ' great tribula- 
tion * from the beginning to the end of the world's seventh day. 
But this opinion, if entertained by some, does not appear to have 
been general. On the contrary, it has been widely believed that 
we are to consider the 6000th year as the end of the present state 
of things. 

Our own Wickliffe, professing to be guided herein by others 
who had gone before him (St. Bernard and St. Hildegard) believed 
the world would end with the fourteenth century, and that the 
visitation of the ^ Black Death,* and the awful corruption of those 
with whom he had been caUed to strive, who should have been 
'salt* to the world and 'lights* in their generation, were sure 
tokens of the impending judgment of the Great Day. There 
appeared, indeed, to be some warrant in Scripture for this view. 
The year 1360 — a date marked in our own English History as 
that in which Wickliffe first became eminent, not merely for leam- 
mg and devout application to the study of the Bible, but for 
strenuous opposition to the corrupt practices of Rome — ^is a com- 
bination of 70 years and 1290 a.d. ; the former the date of the 
FaU of Jerusalem, that time of which our Lord forewarned His 
disciples, bidding them fly to the mountains when they should see 
in the Holy Place ' the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet/ the latter — 1290 — is the period of years 
spoken of by the same prophet (Dan. xii. 11). 

Looking baok to that time as the dawn of the R«formati(»iy we 
cannot but be struck with the &ct that the commencement^ not 
<^ the Reformation of the Church in England only, but throne- 
out the Continent of Europe, and the whole Christian world, 
coincides precisely in point oi time with a prophecy relating to 
the ' cleansing of the sanctuary ' at the end of the same period, 
1290 years. Persons living at that time, observing that 45 years 
added to 1290, and bringing to the date 1405 A.D., would complete 
the period of Daniel (chapter xii 12) described as ending in the 
general judgment, would consider that awful event to be imme- 
diately at band; while others, who supposed that the doration 
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of the world would be 6000 yeaxs, by deducting from that total 
first 4004 to the Nativity, and again 1405 from the remaining 
1996, would reckon that 591 years were yet to intervene before 
the 'time of the end.' But supposing the total to be 7000 instead 
of 6000 years to the day of judgment, the residue would be 2996 
instead of 1996. 

This amount of years disintegrated, exhibits a combination of 
three remarkable epochs, belonging to the *time of the end;* that 
is to say, 30 to the year of our Lord's manifestation in Hia^ Bap- 
tism; 2300 the amount of the period foretold by Daniel (viii. 
13, 14), ending in the cleansing of the sanctuary; and the 
mysterious number of the beast (Rev. xiii. 18), * 666.* These 
numbers added to the date of the Nativity — ^in whatever order 
they may be arranged — make up a total of 7000 years. What 
that order should be is not immediately apparent, but may 
perhaps be discovered by comparing this with other periods, the 
position of which may be more easily ascertained : and we may 
perhaps find a clue to the information we seek by applying to this 
* 2996 * a remark suggested by our previous study of the prophecy 
of *70 weeks,' or 490 years preceding the Crucifixion. Both 
sums are subdivided into three distinct portions, of imequal 
length. In the former period, 62 weeks, or 434 years, stand in 
the centre ; and the eight weeks remaining are again subdivided 
into seven weeks, or 49 years preceding, and one week, or seven 
years following, the central number. Thus 49 + 434 + 7 = 490. 
If in like manner we give the central place in the calculation of 
years to the Second Advent, to the larger period * 2300,* and sub- 
divide *666' into 621 preceding, and 45 years following 2300 — 
equalling together 2936 — these, with 30 added, will make up the 
same amount, 2966 : and if the * 30 years,' instead of standing 
first in the calculation, are placed last, we shall find a harmony 
between them and Daniel's other periods, 1260 4- 30 + 45 = 1335, 
which renders it probable * that this may be indeed the correct 
chronological arrangement of the periods {see Table, p. 58). 

That last named, 1335, is distinctly mentioned in Dan. xii. 12, 
where it appears as the total of a series of years immediately pre- 

1 The reader will perceive that in the remarks here made it is taken for 
granted that here, as in the previous prophecy of the 70 weeks, a day is sup- 
posed to represent a year. 
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ceding the day of judgment. Supposing that event to mark the 
conclusion of the world's history at the end of 7000 years, the 
date of the commencement of the period will be found by deducting 
1335 years from 7000, which carries us back to a.m. 5665, 
A.D. 1661 ; and by the prophetic subdivision of the period, our 
attention is especially drawn to the following epochs, 2921, 2951, 
2996, A.D. These epochs we observe are all stUX future. 

As to the years preceding, namely, 1661 from the Nativity, 
we find, by comparing together the facts of history, and the pro- 
phetic words of our Saviour (Matt. xiiv. 15), that they may be 
subdivided into the following periods, stated in the accompanying 
table. Namely, 30 -f 40 = 70 to the * setting up of the abomina- 
tion of desolation* * of Titus, in the Temple, a.m. 4074. From this 
event *1290* years bring to the year a.m. 5364, a.d. 1360, indi- 
cating the period of the Reformation in England, and marked by 
the commencement of Wicliffe's public career at Oxford. 45 added 
give the date of the election of Pope Gregory XII., which gave 
occasion to the subsequent vigorous endeavours of all the Powers 
of Europe, ecclesiastical and civil, meeting in council together, to 
put an end to the schism and scandal caused by the claim of two 
rival Popes at once to supreme authority over the Church of 
Christ. A.M. 6049, a.d. 1405, this latter date marks the ter- 
mination of 1335 years from the fall of Jerusalem. 

Of 1591 years remaining to complete seven thousand, 256 form 
a connecting link between this first period, 1335, and that period, 
commencing in a.m. 5665 and ending in a.d. 2996 and a.m. 7000. 

It will be observed by referring to the table, that if the period 
*2300' years («ee Dan. viii. 14) is considered as commencing with 
the first year of the Hegira, the cleansing of the sanctuary, with 
which it concludes, will coincide with the end of 1260 years, 
forming the first division of the last period 1335, answering to the 
date A.D. 2921. These 1260 years correspond m amount with 
the period so frequently named in the Book of Daniel and in the 
Apocalypse. ' 

If, however, we suppose the period 2300 to tsommence 30 years 
later, t.e. in 951 a.d., instead of 622, and to end 30 years later, 

i Dan. xii. 11. Cf. Dan. ix. 27. 

' 1200 days. Dan. vii. 25. Eev. xi. 3; xii. 6-14. 42 months, Rev. xi. 2; 
xiii. 6. Time, times, and a half, ^JJ years, Dan. vii. 25 j xii. 7. Rev. xii. 14. 
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in the year 2951 (45 yean before the ead*; these Ust 45 yens 
added to the Receding 2300 will make up the remarLfcble 
amount 2345 as ending in the Second Adrent* coR«Eponding to 
those which elapsed from the birth of Arphaxad to the birth of 
Christ^ (see Histraical TaUe, p. 46). The Ibnner sa|^Hisition 
appears to harmonize both vith history and pnof^iecy, making a 
period ending in the cleansing of the sanctuary to oommoioe with 
its desecration by the setting up of a distinctly Antichristian 
Power, prevailing by fire and sword against all exposition, and 
offering inducements of licentious indulgence in this world and 
the next, to all who will make this great Antichrist the object of 
their worship, instead of the Divine Head of the Church. 

The establishment of such a power in bold defiance of Christi- 
anity, when it had been established in the world more than 500 
years since the revelation of Jesus Christ as King and Saviour of 
the world, may well be considered as the setting up of an ' abomi- 
nation' in the Holy Place; and the sweeping of it away as a 
* cleansing of the sanctuary,* which, according to the prophecy above 
quoted, will mark the conclusion of the period 2300 years. 

As 1290 reckoned fi^m the ' setting up of the abomination ' in 
the Temple at Jerusalem brought to the conmiencement of the 
work of purifying the Church of God by the destruction of popish 
Idolatries and infamous Indulgences, so, if the order of dates here 
suggested is correct, the conclusion of another period, 1290, will 
again coincide, according to the words of the prophecy of Daniel, 
with another cleansing of the Sanctuary 30 yeai-s after the close of 
the 1260 Apocalyptic period. 

But while reverently meditating on these passages of Scripture 
as a revelation in part, made to us by Him, to Whom the secret 
things belong, we deeply feel, and must in all hiunility acknowledge, 
the truth so feelingly expressed by the author of the Book of 
Wisdom. 'Hardly do we guess aright at things that are upon 
earth, and with labour do we find the things that are before 
us, but the things that are in heaven who hath searched outi** 
Shall we then cease to labour, shall we refuse to dig in the field 
where we know a treasure is concealed— making ourselves like the 
unprofitable servant in our Lord's parable, and the unjust steward, 
justly accused of wasting his master's goods 1 Nay, rather, since 

* See p. 32. « Boo^ of Wisdom, ix. IC. 
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our Balvation ' is now nearer than when we believed,' let us labour 
more earnestly in His strength, Who has created us anew in 
Christ Jesus unto good works. As His workmanship, let us 
remember * He willeth not that the works of His wisdom should 
be idle :' ^ and has promised that ' when He shall come again in 
glory ' to judge the quick and dead, He will reward every man 
according to his work. 

* Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand, three 
hundred, and five and thirty days/ * 



EVENTS. 



Dates 
A.M. 


Pro- 
phetic 
periodB. 


Tean 
after 
4004. 


Tean 

befon 
7000. 


DatM 
A.D. 


4004 




• • 


2996 


• • 


4034 




80 


2966 


30 


4074 




40 


2926 


70 


4625 




551 


2375 


621 


4655 




30 


2345 


651 


4665 




10 


2335 


66] 


5334 


' 1260 • 


669 


1666 


1330 


5364 


♦ 1290 • 


80 


1636 


1360 


5409 


'1335' 


45 


1591 


1405 


5665 


• • 


956 


1335 


1661 


6334 


• • 


y669 


666 


2330 


6025 


»1260' 


591 


75 


2921 


6955 


*1290' 


30 


45 


2951 


6970 


• « 


[16 


30 


2966 


7000 


*1335' 


30 


■ • 


2996 



Our Lord's maDifestation as the Messiah 
in His Baptism.' 

Siege of Jerusalem. The * Abominatioii of 
desolation ' set up.^ 

Years to the Hegira. Period * 2300 ' begins.^ 



End of ' 1260 ' after the Siege. 

End of * 1290.' Wickliffe at Oxford.^ 

End of « 1335.* Death of Innocent VIT. 
and election of Gregory XII.^ 

Savoy Conference. Last period * 1335 ' 
begins.® 

Period * 666' before the end of 7000 begins, 
the number of the beast.* 

End of 1260 and of 2300 from the Hegira.* 

End of ' 1290.' « 

End of 2345. w 

End of 1335," and of * 666.' 



1 Wisdom, ziv. 5. ' Dan. ziL 1 2. 

9 Luke, iii. 22, 23. « Matt. xxiv. 15. 

» Dan. viii. 13, 14. « Le Bas, Life of Wickliffe, ch. iii. 98. 

^ Outlines of Ecclesiastical History^ Rev. W. H. Hoare, Part iv. p. 157-180. 
■ Hume, Hist, Eng, p. 377. 

" Rev. xiii. 18 (see Note, Bp. of Lincoln's Greek Test.) 
^ See Table, p. 46, date of Arphazad's birth. " Dan. zii. 12. 
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Ere yet the Spirit on the waters moved, 

The Word, the Only Son of God beloved, 

Ordained, the world creating, Man to be 

An image of His own eternity — 

A type of Christ the Saviour : He alone 

Breathing the breath of Grod, His Only Son 

Among all creatures stood as Lord and King, 

The majesty of Christ foreshadowing. 

Himself, the Word, without all other aid 

Of human generation, Adam made. 

And of the virgin clay in Mary's womb. 

Taking our flesh to give it life, has come. 

Four thousand years and four had passed away 

Since the first eve of that first sabbath-day 

When in His image God had Adam made. 

Undying while obedient ; but, betrayed 

By Satan's guile, who fell. Then sin and vice 

Polluted the pure sta-eam of Paradise, 

And things which for our welfare would have been 

Became as pitfalls in our path unseen. 

* Death in the cup henceforth * to find — till He, 

Who tasted death for all, our life to be. 

In Jordan standing. Son of God confessed. 

Had purified the stream and given us rest. 

Our Life, our Peace, our Great High Priest and King, 

Anointed in His baptism, to bring 

His people through the flood. ^ Stand still and see 

The Lord's salvation,' * for this day shall be 

* Ezod. xiv. 13. 
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To you ' the day of grace ;' henceforth set finee. 

The eyes of all drawn up and fixed on Thee 

O Saviour, in the Spirit strong, shall be : 

Strong to subdue the Enemy — to quell 

And drive him and his legions back to hell : 

Anointed, in the synagogue to teach 

The people, and ' th' accepted year to preach.'* 

' The bruised reed He will not break, till He 

Shall send forth judgment imto victory.' 

From Heaven descending, angels at His birth 

Sang ' Glory be to God and peace on earth. 

Good will to man ; * the joyful shepherds find. 

At Bethlehem born the Saviour of mankind. 

Four thousand years and four from Adam, bring 

To Jesus bom, our Prophet, Priest, and King ; 

From Adam death with life we all derive,* 

But, through the Second Adam,' dying live. 

For One ' bom king ' the Magi ask, and see 

How types of Jesus in His royalty. 

From their accession to the hivigdom date 

The years that to the life of Christ relate. 

In David crowned at thirty, Jesus see 

Aged thirty, conquering man's enemy. 

Pause here — look back. The earliest types afford 

The clearest emblems of our smitten Lord. 

From Adam onward up to Abel's death. 

One hundred years and thirty, bring to Setb.* 

A righteous race renewed from Adam springs 

Through Him, * whose blood for us speaks better things ;' * 

And in Cain's punishment remitted see 

The sinner's hope in Christ, by God set free. 

When Lamech, seventh from Adam, who derives 
Through Cain his ancestry, addressed his wives, 
Speaking in terms mysterious of the sins 
By both committed, thus his speech begins : ® — 
* Adah and Zillah, hearken ! I have slain 

* Luke, iv. ] 9. Matt. xii. 20. * Rom. v. 14. 

» I Cor. XV. 45, 47. ■• Gen. v. 3. 

« Heb. xii. 24. « Gen. iv. 23, 24. 
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A young man to my wounding ; and if Cain 

Shall be avengM » " seven," then for me 

That period ten times told must added be.' 

Foreknown of God, perhaps the very year 

Of man's redemption may be shadowed here. 

When guilt, how great soe'er, would be forgiven 

By Him who sent His Blessed Son from Heaven, 

Whose blood, our sins to take away, was spilt, 

And expiate our once-acknowledged guilt. 

Murder in Cain ; in Lamech, lust we see 

With murder joined : his victim dies, but he 

In deep remorse declares the stroke to be 

To his own hurt and wounding ; does not hide 

His sin like Adam, nor proclaim it wide 

With fiend-like impudence, but seeks relief 

In full confession of his crime and grief 

To those he trusts, to whom he dares confide 

His sorrow, who will pity though they, chide : 

Yet clings to hope. * Since Cain, though cursed, shall be 
Sevenfold aveTiged if slain, then must not he, 
Who on a greater sinner shuts the door 
Of mercy, slaying Lamech, tenfold more 
Expect of punishment V 

A * Seven of weeks,' 
Three hundred sixty-four, in years bespeaks. 
A * seven,* or three, six, four, tenfold again 
Increased to three, six, four, nought, there remain, 
Together reckoned, * seventy times and sevenj 
Four thousand years and four ; then Christ from Heaven 
Will come, and to his brother slain in Seth 
Eaise up a righteous seed, and sinners save from death. 
And as in Daniel's Vision ^ it appears 
In groups of seven divided, human years 
As 'weeks' are reckoned, Lamech's * seventy-seven ' 
Thus counted, harmonise with * tivMs eleven ' — 

1 The Hebrew word is used to convey the idea of a judicial decisioo, and 
may be applied alike to the person justified and to the person condemned. In a 
spiritual sense we may be said to be avenged of our great adversary, when, 
being justified by the blood of Christ, we are for His merits' sake acquitted 
when tried at the bar of the Divine Justice. 

« Dan. ix. 34, 26. 
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Four thousand years and four. Thus — Fifty-two 

One time of * weeks * — ^the sevenfold period due 

When * Cain shall be avenged ' is three, six, four ; 

For Lamechy three, six, forty (ten times more). 

In both combined the year of our release 

Shines forth. He comes from heaven, the Prince of Peace, 

Our Advocate ; He comes to set us free, 

Our cause avenging on our Enemy ! 

Since, Lord, for us a ransom Thou hast foimd. 

And from the pit released the prisoners boimd, » 

And by Thy Cross hast bruised the Serpent's head. 

Cancelled our debt,* and raised us from the dead, 

The great Accuser silenced evermore. 

Thee may we still with ceaseless praise adore 1 

The Scripture, speaking of our years as days. 
The brevity of human life displays. 
Our littleness. His Majesty, whose eye 
Sees ' as one day a thousand years ' pass by, 

* One day a thousand years.' ' So angels speak 

To man of years to come, * Seven Years * one * Week,' * 

As if to bring within our human ken 

Times seeming long to us short-sighted men ; 

And years appointed stand, as half-revealed. 

In metaphoric imagery concealed. 

' One Time,^ a year of months, of weeks, of days. 

This framework Prophecy before us lays. 

So, Lunar years eleven, comprehending 

Four thousand years and four from Adam, ending 

In Christ's Nativity, if first by seven 

As days we may divide ; then by eleven. 

Eleven periods of Time are seen. 

* Weeks ' fifty-two in each, and * months ' thirteen, 

* Days * three, six, four ; in each month twenty-eight. 
If by the changes of the moon we date : 

But Prophecy, yet further condescending 
To human methods, makes and marks the ending 
Of every Time or year, in numbers round 
Three hundred sixty days, with thirty found 

' Zech. ix. 12. « Col. ii. 14. » 2 Pet. iii. 8. -• Dan. ix. 21, 24. 
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In every month of twelve : An eader count 

For us to reckon, not the exact amount, 

Which the * great lights,' for ' signs and seasons ' » given, 

Mark as the measure of man's time in heaven. 

Thus Moses in the Wilderness, before 

The people entered Canaan, once more 

In stem prophetic words foretold their doom. 

* Four times seven times,* and then the end^ will come. 

All unrepenting then the sword shall slay, 

And from their city drive them far away.* 

St. Stephen dying quotes this prophecy' 

Of Moses, and declares the judgment nigh. 

As due to them for their idolatry 

And disobedience in the Wilderness — 

They stone the prophet rather than confess 

The Crucified, who came to save and bless. 

In Noah, with his family * shut in,' 

Behold the * Righteous One ' Who saves from sin ; 

And in the Ark, toward heaven upon the flood 

Upborne, the power of Christ's precious blood 

To cleanse, to save the world. Lo ! here the dove 

Sent forth, the messenger of peace and love, 

O'er the wide waters flies, north, west, and south ; 

Comes, goes, returns again, and in her mouth. 

Bearing true witness to the Nazarene, 

The leaf plucked off of Jesse's stem is seen. * 

To Christ, in whom we all are made alive. 

Count from Arphaxad's birth two, three, four, five. 

Type of * the Second Man, the Lord from heaven,' 

Bom two years after sixteen fifty-seven; 

First of the human race regenerate. 

Leading to Abram, bom two, nought, nought, eight— 

From Ur to Haran, thence to Canaan come 

By Gk)d's command, his promised future home. 

Some time betweeti his coming and the birth 

1 Gen. 1. 14, 16. See p. 39. 

« Ley. xxyI. 14-29. 364 x 4 » 1456 years, added to 864 x 7 » 2548, to- 
getfaer equal 4004, the date of the Nativity, i.e, eleven times or yeiu*s of 864 days. 
* Acts, vii. 43. * Gen. viii. 11. Ib». xi. 1 ; liii. 8. Rev. xxii. 16. 
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Of Ishmael, the Lord of heaven and earth 

To Abram in a vision came and said, — 

' I am thy great reward, be not afraid. 

Know of a surety thy posterity, 

In number as the stars, oppressed shall be 

In a strange land : four hundred years, and then 

That nation punished— hither come again.' » 

From Abram eighty aged, four hundred,* bring 

To Moses' birth, the Lawgiver and Kmg, 

The type of Christ ; who all the wonders wrought 

By which the God of Heaven safely brought 

His people through the sea. And we may count 

From Isaac sixty aged, a like amount. 

With thirty previovs jeaxB, these bringing us 

By Moses* reckoning, to the Exodus.' 

In Abraham offering up his son we see 

A vision of Christ's cross in mystery ; 

His * well-beloved Son ' the Father gives, 

* Plucked off * for sacrifice — yet Isaac lives. 

And in his stead a ram accepted dies, 

Perpetual image of Christ's sacrifice : 

To this, though Scripture ever points, the year 

Of type, and sacrifice, both veiled appear. 

Thus secret things of God to man revealed 

Stand evermore, in brightness, cloud concealed. 

From Adam count two, four, eight, eight, ^ then mark 

The infant Moses lying in the ark. 

The ' meekest man ' on earth, the future king 

And prophet, Jesus Christ foreshadowing ; 

Who, lifting up his wonder-working rod, 

Asserts the sovereignty of Israel's God. 

Marked with the token of the Saviour's blood 

' Gen. XY. 1-.16. We find here two distinot periods of four hundred 
years; the first ending in the birth of Moses, afier which the deliverance 
was wrought according to the words of the prophecy; the second period 
ends in the Exodus year 3068, four hundred years after the birth of Jacob. 

* A.M. 3088+ 400 » 2488, birth of Moses. 
' Exod. xu. 40-41. 

* A.M. 348i3 + 40 » 3538. When Moses was 40 * it came into his heart to 
visit his brethren ' (Acts, yii. 33). Caleb bom the same year. 
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They pass in safety through the Ked-Sea flood. 

Leviathan, ' that serpent old/ he slays i 

And fills the ransomed people's lips with praise. 

From Adam seven times ^ of three, six, four, 

Bring us to Caleb forty years before 

The Exodus; 3 and firom his birth we fix 

Four times ^ (years fourteen hundred fifty six) 

To Him — ^from Moses * in Jeshurun king'* — 

Who came to bruise the serpent's head and bring 

To His afflicted people glad release 

From bondage ; King of kings and Prince of Peace. 

Seth, bom when Abel died — this former date 
With Lamech's period joined, two, five, four, eight 
(In all two, six, seven, eight), perhaps may stand 
The period marking when the conquering hand 
Of Judah vanquishing the cursed race 
Of Ham ; the tribes of Israel took their place. 
As by the word Divine we plainly read 
'After the death of Joshua ' was decreed. * 

Pause here. Deducting from four, nought, three, eight — 

Total of years from Adam to the date 

Of that great Sacrifice on Calvary 

Which from our deadly foe has set us free — 

A period of eighteen hundred years 

And ninety-nine — two, one, three, nine appears 

The date a.m. when Isaac, * perfect man,' 

In whom the promise was confirmed^ began 

To represent the Saviour Christ, Who stood. 

Aged thirty years, baptized in the flood 

Of Jordan, as the * Well-beloved Son ' 

Made manifest, for all men to atone.^ 



I Ps. Izziy. 13, 14. 2 7+4 eleven times, 

• Josh. xiv. 6, 7. * Deut. xxxiii. 5. 

• If (Caleb) and Joshua^ being twenty years old and upwards, (Caleb 40) at 
the nmnbering of the people, were exempted from the punishment, we may 
reckon from the Exodus 20 in 2568 (to the death of Joshua, aged 110) 
90 X 2568-2658 a.m. See Josh. xxiv. 29. Judg. i. 1, 2. 

« Matt. iii. 17. 



68 LINES ON TTPICAL CHBONOLOGT. 

Four hundred years and thirty from this date > 
Bring to the Exodus two, five, six, eight. 
Four hundred years and eighty had run on 
After that time when princely Solomon 
Began to build the Temple ; burnt again 
After the end of Zedekiah's reign, 
When years four hundred thirty more had fled — 
Then seventy more, the people, captive led, 
In Babylon remained ; till that decree 
Of great King Cyrus gave them liberty 
Their city and their temple to restore ; 
Then, after years four hundred ninety more — 
' Not for Himself' but for His people's sin 
' Cut oflF' — Messiah shall the victory win 
And * everlasting righteousness bring in/ * 

So, having fixed of Exodus the date 

(Counting fi-om Adam years two, five, six, eight), 

We find that years by backward reckoning 

Four hundred and three tens to Isaac bring. 

Aged thirty. From the Exodus again 

Four himdred thirty-six to David's reign, 

At thirty crowned,' (one thousand years before 

The * Kighteous Branch,' the root of Jesse, bore). 

The shepherd by his brethren once rejected * 

Though * after God's own heart ' the man elected.* 

In the fourth year of Solomon, his son, 

The building of the Temple was begun, 

Four hundred and twice forty from the day 

When Pharaoh drove the Israelites away ; ^ 

And forty-four since David, crowned king. 

In Hebron reigned, our Lord foreshadowing. 

As that bright jewel on the brow of night 
Which tells of coming dawn, Josiah's light 
Foreshows the brightness of the Saviour's star, 

» Gal. iii. 17. 

* Dan. ix. 24, 26. The above historic periods summed together give the 
amount 1899 years to be subtracted from the total 4038. 

» 2 Sam. V. 4. * 1 Sam. xvii. 28. 

» 1 Sam. xiii. 14. • 1 Kings, vi. 1. 
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Leading the Eastern sages from afar. 

As Jesus, holy, harmless, undefiled, 

Brought to the Temple, still in years a child, 

In his twelfth year ; so came the youthful king 

To purge the Temple,* Christ prefiguring. 

Foredoomed to death, with courage bold and high, 

He met his people's deadly enemy. 

Bruised — on His chariot still He rides a king ^ 

Him to Jerusalem His people bring 

Embalmed with odours sweet, and te^rs and sighs* 

As * no corruption seeing ' — where he lies 

A figure, see, of the Eternal Son ! 

Crushing his head who bruised His heel, and won 

The victory for us, God*s only Son. 

A child, a * childless king,'^ Josiah's heir 

Goes forth to Babylon ; while prisoner there 

His haughty captor dies ; and lo ! his son 

Makes Jeconiah * king in Babylon 

Above all other kings;** in mystery 

Thus ends his never-ending history : 

Of all Judea*s sovereigns before 

The death recorded stands, but evermore 

Pourtrayed in Scripture without ' end of days,' 

A shadowy king upon the throne he stays 

Like to Melchizedec, he still the same 

Holds in his hand the sceptre none may claim 

Till Shiloh comes ^ — then shadows flee away. 

The darkness yields to light, and night to day. 

Thus on the stream of ages borne along 
Soothing the weary way with sacred song 
We trace from Eden, where it had its birth. 
The mighty river, watering all the earth,^ 
On whose calm surface, mirrored to the eye, 
Things future in things present pictured lie. 
Upon its banks in Paradise we walk 

1 2 ChroD. xxxiy. 3, 8. ^2 Chron. xxxv. 24. Gen. xli. 43. 

» Jer. xxii. 30. -• Jer. lii. 31-34. 

» Gen. xlix. 10. « Gen. ii. 10-14. 
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With Eve and Adam, Seth and Abel talk. 
Then on the swelling flood upraised see 
The ungodly overwhelmed, the just set free.* 
Then further onward, looking to the east. 
Behold Melchizedec, the king and priest 
The Patriarch blessing ;« and yet further on, 
On Mount Moriah, the beloved son. 
The willing victim. On the Red Sea strand. 
Then Miriam, with the timbrel in her hand. 
We join her song exulting, * Praise to Thee 
Who o'er the foe hast triumphed gloriously, 
And from Egyptian bondage set us free.'^ 

Then to Siloah's peaceful fountain come,* 

In vision bright we view our ftiture home. 

The sea of crystal, and ' the ivory throne,' 

And Him, * the Prince of Peace, who sits thereon.' 

Then with the captives by the river's brink, 

Our harp upon the willows himg, we think 

Upon our sins with sorrow and with fear ;* 

Till, by the prophet breathed into our ear. 

The voice of consolation sounds : * Be strong. 

The world's Redeemer will not tarry long ^ 

Watching for Him, sow, reap, plant, build, and marry. 

For He who comes will come, and will not tarry. 

The Shepherd King, anointed to release, 

And send you forth from Babylon in peace.' 

* The people of the Lord redeemed shall come 
With songs to Zion,'7 their eternal home. 

* Ordained of old, He comes to do my pleasure ' 
With patience wait, * tarry the Lord's leisure.'® 

> Gen. vii. 23. « Gen. xiv. 18, 19. » Exod. xv. 20, 21, 

* Isa. viii. 6. * Ps. cxxxvii. 1, 2. 

6 Heb. X. 37. Jer. xxix. 4-6. Isa. xlv. 1, 4, 13, 17 ; xlvL 12, 13. 
' Isa. XXXV. 10. ® Ps. xxyii 16 (Prayer-book version). 
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